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Church of Rome. 


\ When le Romani aller, 
we may in 
CE Et Chard, Bok 
RN Cine This they 
us areſo convincing, that 
fri, when we come to Examine 
Our $4 go 4 yr inſtead of ons, We 
meet with n $ amounts to ſo much as Probabflity, 

Their pretended ools are taken from'Scripture, from Reaſon, 
and from the Authority of the ancient Church. 

I. Thoſe from' Scripture are man fi Oh all of them as im- 
pertinent, as that of their Ange to prove that all men 
are not equally bound to i explicite Faith, becauſe 'tis ſaid, 
Job 1. 14. that the Oxen were plowing, and the Aſſes were feeding be- 
My Frf They as that any Church bein 

Fir 0 not prove that any Church now in being is 
lafallble. 


MW... - Mauch leſs that the Church of Reme is. ; 
» They do not prove, that any Churchnow in being is In- 
fllible bby bot rind ou = CS that there was a 


time, when ev = $- y in their Guides In- 
"Allible, vis. while the Ar fs vs and took upon them the 
Government of particular Churches: And many of thoſe Scriptures 


which the Romaniſts pony for the Infallibilicy of their preſent 
Church, peculiarly relate to that time, and to thoſe Perſons : For 
inſtance , theſe Pramiſes, The Comforter which « the Holy Ghoſt, 
john 14. 26. whaw the Father wil ſend in my name , he ſhall teach you all things; 
and. bring all things to your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid ants 
you. I have many things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them 
Joh.16.12,13. 9 5 Howhbeit when the Spirit of Truth is come, be ſhall guide you in- 
' * to alt Truth, forche ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf , but whatſoever he ſhall 
_ thanſball 1 ſpeak, and be ſhall ſhew you things 22 , come, 

'Tis plain, that theſe Promiſes are to be limited-to the Apo- 
files, and thoſe Diſciples only, who perſonally convers'd with- 
our Saviour becauſe they were made to thoſe to whom he him- 

ſelf had ſpoken, and to whoſe remembrance the Holy Ghoſt was 
to bring thoſe things he had before told them to thoſe. to! whom. 
he had many- more things -to fay', which they were not yet. 
able to bear; to thoſe eq had been with Chriſt from the 
beginning to thoſe from whom Chriſt was, now going mays, 


le, and may err? If nothing may be call 
ei capable of any deſc, 3. Fr Peters Church in Rewe, , 
wilaver left to ſupport it Or, If it doth not err 
in things neceſſary to Salvation. Thar may be ru cal cod a Pit, 
that u IT al hrs necltcothe bengof the Houle th do 
not ſupport ev part, but ſuffers a 
thronmnd Or, 3- wichllnceſlry 
frequenely ſee thoſe 


bes Church of tary (or in the largeſt Eaſe that.of Hd of wir. aycaat's 


mily of gs now to 'be fund in Epheſus. CharcK.þ, 54: 
From that Promiſe of qur Saviour, that the gates 'of Hell a Matth. 16 18: 
net prevail againſt his Church, can by no means infer Infallibili- 


They 
ty, till ey have firſt a 'd _ the gates of Hell prevail _ 
every ſociety z yea; againſt on, that is not infallible : 
And when that be ode —__ the gates of Hell will be {0 
largely extended, 'and thoſe who enter - in at them- ſo numerous, 
that 'tis to be fear d, St. Perer will never more be put tothe trouble - 
of _ opening the gates of Heaven for any man. = 
is. 


Matt. 18. 20, 


Matt. 18. 17 
Alb. 


13-17. 


by = mnt nd ipenay ng ry by 


"Matt. 28. 26- Ti 


be worſe than his word : 'ti 


ſa met , infallible. A en it 05 open 
home, at lo cheaps rate, grou: Foals ae they that will pur 
SOTO the troub of trayelling to. Kewe 
or-it, 


Thoſe other Sctiptwns poodnn3.00 Gas ye purpols ; Tolb it to 
the Church,  and.if - he zeglef: ta. hear,” the Charch, let bin bs to thee as 
an Heathen and. a Publican.. Obey. them that — amy; 16 
ard /ubqit. your. ſelves, &c. 236 eventoa pr 


Df panes loch ihe Texcth pry 

on. or perſons is.in 

rules of argting- conclude, that every Prince and be? tne Mi 
piſtrate 5, yea, that every Patent and Maſter is {© 3 ſince the Com- 
mands of nt) my 9 ny rw are as: expreſs and per- 

Secoxdly, And as the Scriptures allegd,donot proveeny Church 
now in being to be: infallible 3 ſo- much.lels, chat the Church of 
Rene. is. For what-proof is.this? 

Chriſt promis'd his. Apoſtles that hisSpirir ſhould lead. them-into all 
Trxth, therefore the Church of Reme is infallible: Is not the con-- 
f wy alrogether. as good; therefore-the Church of Englaxd- is 

in p 

Chriſt hath penny; that the. gates of - Hell ſhall. not: prevail ax- 
xaiuft..bis Church. And is not this Promile- as "m— tothe 
Church of Eng/aud, as tothe Church of-Rews 

The Church. is the . Piler and Ground of - So was the 
Church of. Epheſaw, when theſe words were direted to Timothy 4 


and ſo was every one. of. the Afas. Churches, as long as they- 
continu! 


| f Frgldid tw, tad 
Chit i than the Church of 
mann Þ many Bro thr te pi and ds, -kyp 
# = r, 5 
te lverL Church be 
het eecdng a 


| ts #+ with hit Churth © to ht 444 tf the 
Py Sia, the Chtrch of Rite? | 
Dot, 


a claim to it > Ald 


res” art 7 ft appt. PariC 1636. 
Fred rig 8] Neri! 


bur fo _O as yn indimates, that his Holineſs of Brute, 11 oe 
a5. dabjet_.to err, as His Grace of Canterbwry ;, that a Later 
Ounc 


—_ wires 21 


Thv (ReAngi- 
tar ar, Tv7 bc4 TH 
JG Ti; DTLITPTS . 
"2 5-A0pias- In 
cap. 16, Matt. 


clefgam mam. 
Fi |. 5. wad 
_—— ro, + 


IL Lets now conflilts hin Fe men 
a ener 'y opens Tin tha be len ns homR 


alone,which they moſt Noquene inſiſt > {pon mak 


or My conclude, tt " we may 


lude, that all he reſt ace gh than ao 


anity, 

| i; Now cha  caken from the ſuppoſed oy ncoy 
hr ſue in in order to the Peace of the WW 
: gey. grand). f 


| 25. by an in- 
Cookend were 'not, yr, this Judge would 
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[9] | 
* Nor is this true only of particular Perſons, but the ſame is alfo ' 
verified of particular z —_— which maintain Peace 
berween' themſelves, notwithſtanding 
many matters of (maller moment. 

2. When Controverſies ariſe which really diſturb the Peace of 
the Church, is there no way to decide them without recourle to 
an infallible Judge ? If not, then 'tis nor up that there be ſuch 
a Judge, but 'is alſo neceſfary that he ſhould be clearly known: 
If there be, then ſuch a Judge is not neceſſary ; for that means 
_ be neceſſary, without which the end may be art 
tained. 

1. If Controverſies which create diſturbance to the Church, 
cannot be determin'd without an infallible Umpire, tis alſo ne- 
ceſſary for the determining of them, not only that there be ſuch 
an Umpire, but that we be aſſured who he 1s; for in this caſe 
not to be known, and not to be, are in efte& the ſame thing : (0 
that let there be Judges infallible never ſo many, our-Contro- 
me memo ———— unleſs = 
cern who they are. Now I cannot imagine at preſent, how they 
can be known, except one of theſe two ways only; either by 
being clearly reveal God in Scripture z or by God's —_— 
witneſs to their Infallibility by Signs and Wonders. But 
hath neither expreſly , nor by evident —_ declared in 
Scripture, that he hath any where conſtituted fuch a Judge 3 much 
les hath he told us who he is, and where we may find him; ill 
therefore they who pretend to it, prove their Iafallibiliry by un- 

ueſtionable Miracles, let them not expe& that we ſhould take 
them for ſuch. Nor can they in reaſon blame us for this; ſince 


ir different Judgments ut 


the diſa tin this point, is {o great among themſelves, that 
of all other queſtions, it ſeems moſt co ſtand in need of an infallible 
Judge to determine it. 


2, If Controverſies may be decided by other means, then what 
need of an infallible Judge? That cannot be neceſſary to an end, 
without which the end may be obtain'd. And that Controverſies 
may be otherways determin'd is certain, becauſe they have been. 
How were all Controverſies decided, and the Herelies ſup- 
pet's which { up in the early Age of the Chriſtiaa Church? 

ere the Gnoſticks, the Valentinians, the Novartians, the Mace- 
donians, the Donatiſts, the Arians ſuppreſs'd by thoſe who took 
npon them to be Infallible > No L. thing was in thoſe days 


talked 


[10] 

talked of, the Biſhops and Councils that confuted © them. did not 
fo much as ro any ſuch Privilege. The, only means.they- 
had recourſe to, was the infallible Rule, the H y Scriptures 3 this 
was the Judge to which in all their Queſtions they, appeal'd; and 
thoſe who are {0 erſe, as not to be determin'd = thoul 

Elias come and take the Chair, neither will 

his Seqence's for = 1» pens be objected m2 render-the Sci 


| to this end, but the ſame may with ops horee _ 
"Rn the Definitions of an infallible Judge. And 


—_ infallible Judge, is no ſuch infallible means or the ending 

of Controverlic, as is by he Romaniſts ſuppoſed. For, 
. When there was ſuch a Judge in the Jewiſh Church, (I 
mea our Bleſſed Saviour) Did his Authority put an end to the 
iſputes between the Phariſees and the uces, and other Sects 
among tem ? + did =o that Church then fall into the mot 
le Error, ues, this infallible Teacher? 'Twill be 
ſaid, the reaſon of that was, becauſe they did not own his Infalli- 
bility Be it (03 and may not then any other infallible Guide be 
mo Can it be imagind, that any other Perſon's Infallibilicy, 
_ we be atteſted with more unqueſtionable Credentials than 

was? Dut, 

2, Neither thoſe who have been own'd for Infallible, have been 
fo coo no 0s: to this le among them who have own'd them 
under _ 1, The Apoſtles _ =_ he Infalli- 
ble, by —_— Charches whs which d uy planted ; ors and 
Herefies | ng up in them, ey wete Fork into Parties. 
And tho St. Pal 1n his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, had endea- 
vourd to reduce them to Unity z yet wefind by his ſecond Epiſtle 
that that had notput an end totheir Diviſions. Thoſe who know 
they have a Guide that cannot err, may go aſtray as much as others, 
in caſe they refuſe to follow his conduct. 2. The Romanilts tell 
us, that their Church cannot errz and if they do indeed believe 
what they profeſs, it will be as effectual for the ending of Diffe- 
rences among themſelves, as if it were indeed Infallible: And yer 
are there not many Controverſies among them? And tho they 
vpbraid us with our Diviſion pr ns are not theirs as many ? And forme 
of them ſuch as are by the Parties reckond even M = 
of Faith? 1f chen their Infallibiiey were fuch a Sovereign 
of Divifions, how comes it to pals, that no Recon ome 

ween 


Cri) 


berween the 5 Parties pepong 6 np The truths, 
ſo far is their prec infallible EE 
nb Auf mem = for no tha bur 
inſtead of deciding thoſe were 


that were never eee deary. of And br on p 
mens Hearts, 
meek; and: fmde an charitable, and heavenly 


God, and v'd todo it, Db nh more 
available for the healing of our Diviſions, and promoting 
than Infallibility of } For ft hence 


| and 
am us? come 
> wag cho ro ig rs © cteared diſturbance e 
the' Char <3 but” tis ſe hom, and my fol rg 


Eye, - or the Pride of Ke = Fr ths words and 

bus arr bog Fs ow Directs will be com- 

poſed 3 poly or 4 thy be ſych, a5 will be deſtructive 

fore ths 8 So our on oe packens FA 

wrap Ne Born kr ply nts 

2 «Dor oftis Wil nach Jar decor Ge 
HS it that which is ſuppoſed by Romaniſls were all 

| > rn ro the Peace of the 


reprties oat oye — — —— 
our nai it an 
ld | no bom: yer oth 


in this matter '*, -all 


Bellaymind 
the very reading LEGS, fc a impart Pontif. 1.4.C.4- 


"Bell. de Roms 


{12 ] 
| that nothing can be found in Antiquity that reall favours 
raph Yea, that the Fathers were of a contrary 
be CT Dog 
mount privilege above ot ur W ard ap 
plain and undeniable pr _ 
If what the Romeniſls ett ſuppoſe, anc'n and make great adyantage 
of Fenn gn were true, the Romans is the Catho- 
tick Church) it would not do their ——_ For tho the Catholick 
Churchis infallibly led by alice Ghoſt, into all things neceſſa- 
ry tobe believ'd and practis'd ; Jer we we have no aſſurance, either 
from Scripture or Reaſon, that ſhe ſhall not err in other matters. 
But that theiRomes and Catholick are the ſame, is an opinion, not 
(a) Can. 6. only condenin'd mer the firſt Council of Nice ( Ns d 
was wholly a ſtranger to the firſt eight eight 
, m_— vem primis ſeculis, qui» ils 6), that is, unknown to che Chriſti 
2» 029 $8/14Jalls concilia da- -— World for goo years after Chriſt : But 'tis more- 


bits ſunt, n ditum aut 
leflun, Renasum Reclefiam ali2 oy as abſurd in it (elf, as to fa Gat as part Is @> 


andotione aut Sienificationt ſump- ual to the whons that the 
—_—_ on hn;ulari & par- Church of En _ And till aicy eo 
ec 
'  membro Eccle ay AT the latter, we { hardly be perſ jy 


- ==#"oy the former. In the mean time my c 
F A EPEIENS for a favour, = we grant Fong ne Rome tQ 


o_ _ of the Catholick Church, it being a part (0 ona 


it needful topremiſe what hath been ſaid, becauſe when 

me cur te urc of . gomuhen Errors, and for out of 

oduce many particular Inſtances z her Advocates 

think it a a eaſoer tg) cnn hone ap EY oe mi- 
Fry og won to be 
Errors, 'tis your ſelves only y ha er inthnking them ro he ſo, for 


the Church of Rems is ſo hi y priv 
ſtles may as ſoon err. Ugly mg gn oo 


Obſtacle out of the way,l now proceed to that which I mainly de- 
Gen,which I ſhall compriſe under theſe following heads of Diſcourſe. 
That the Church of Jun & is. not. only. fallivle, but hath 


anal er'd. 

II, That hes Errors. were not. and in matters of 'ſimall 
moment's but- {0 hag pr. the Reformation was 
{: on foot, that there wasa neceſlity of reforming 

UL That no hope was lefs, that the. —_— —— 


either reform rheſe-Errors in her ſelf'z/ or-give toaſent to: he re- 


reform it ſelf wichaur her leave. 
moſt unqueſti 


others Decrees,and IE Definitions as oppoſite one to another, 


UM 
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formation of them; in any othtr Charch-that communicared with 


3 Mi 


her. 
IV. That every particular national Church had. a right to 
V. Thar ahi right of the Church of Zeglon nd in parent 


And therefore” as a 

from theſe Premiſles, 

VL That the Church of England was indiſpenſably bound to 
_ her (elf, nocwichſtanding the prohibition of the Church 
of Kome, | , 

L. That the Church of ' Reme ,, not only may ett S 
actually err'd. This. cannot be denied, if Fo may erg but hack 
err'd, who (as they: themſelves aſſert) are the 7 thar 
cannot err : For if their ſuppoſed infallible Guides have miſtaken | 
their way 5 how: (can it otherwiſe be, but that thoſe who blindly 
OG maſt go aſtray too? Nov ler them 44 their In-- 
fallibikry wherethey pleaſe, eicher in the /Pop®, or in a general 
: Council or/in both united, "ris 2s certain thar all ave err'd, 
asthat both parts of. a contradition cannot be true 

x. For their Popes; 'tisa common thing withthem to reſcind each 


—_ the De- 
(DOPE fa Romani 1, did (4 ) Plating 


Aa ** vita 
INES * (b) 1d. ſo 
was ſo greatan Abhorrer of Ferme Ms ( hecomnelfe 2) 26 lows; 
thoſe Prieſts who had received or < __ be re-ordain'd 1 _ 
nor would he ſuffer his dead Body-to-reſt, bur ym it to 
be taken u y Moms it in the PopesSex, adorn d with Prieſtly Robes; 
and paſs'd Sentence upon him, had a > and then. 
pulling off rhe Sacred: Veſtments, and cutting off the three Fn 0) na: 
gers with which he was wont to give his Blefling, commanded ic m__ a 1 
[ ww i TH, as exweny. of humane Pa (t. peers . : 

ope Nic, I. decreed it was not Clergy-men to Reg. < 
Arms (e). + -S Urban the IT.exhorted the Bithops ly 


to tes, (vis. the Torks) (ec) "Nam cum dilereti a 
and Pope Bia VITL themed hinaſel frothe yoo Fe Eane's 
— the Jubilee, in an/imperial Habit , and had clefpe milltare ſecals, wu 
. s fr 
4.naked Sword carried before. him. ad iffuſinm ſanguing ads; fit 
pervenire, Gratian.. Diſt, go. c.:s. (f) — 109e. #. 4% . 
QT 


.n Worker they anly 


coatratiuteddns anocher; bar the lame 
himſelf coo :Sb did romances 


| hach 
(8) Pet. de gain in mrs wo 1 Fr my ye Chapters (#). Sodid Poge 


Marca diſſert, 
de decret. jd 


he confirmid that 


Decree of the Council of 


Conſtance, 


"Martin 
itis. which ſet a —— Council naar yo and he fet'the Þ 


h) Richer. . 


) Cou a hinged rein 1, Pant 
Hit. Corcil.” jy mrs oh. Engonine 


general. |. 2. 
& 3- þ. 21, more. 
23, 25. 


(1) ts thiilola ad (0! itariam 
wvitam agentts, þ. 8374 Par. 
(k) Me: ft 
Anitrima tib1s me liflum, Hi- 
beri, &+ ſociis tuir; iterun 4371 
Alathema, © tartio, frevarice- 
for Liberi, tiLin F 
(1) tn Catatog vir. Hluftr. 
(n) richer bit. Conril.- Lad 
Yal. L.1.c.10.f. 3%; 24 * 
0) 14. t. 1, $- 41+ fs 20 
Pp) 14-1, bc. 12. |. 21+ 


{ia Arizaz,” 


. col.426. 


Fond c 
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Nor have they err'd only in points of fall importance, but 


even in matters of Faith. Pope Liberi«zs conſented 
tothe Arian —_—_—__— as 5. . Aber), G), S OW, 
the imethich { Jrares 
for a dow Tomo apap we ery (a), Seventh 
(s) and (p) general.Coundls.All which Conn- 
cils were confirmed by Popes:: The {oxth by Eo U. 
-the ſeventh by Adrian]. the ores $0 
that if the Pope con 


1 is certain that the -Bope hach od ovly arc bac 
cath been a Heremck: 
& = ynggg EE EE 


-that 5,155 :cqrtam; :that- 


I ſhell vo eviduee queſtions fo the Romanifls, the 
— (ae RE hy bein put an cad to this 
contro mb: the afarmanve or nega 
=_ thay wt of x That either rhe ancient of. ro- 


Tq) Tomperimes antom 
dam ſunpti tamtamnade 
c07p87 4 portions, 4 Ol bot ſacri 
erneris abſtintant , qui pro- 
euldubio gquoniem niſcio q44 ſu+ 

prrſitt rome do cemar obfiingi, ant 
 "Sntegrs Sacraments perclyiant, 
nar ab integrin Ercrantur 5 quis 


- Wulporins tixkdimmue n 


ſme graxdi ſarrttegin 108 pref | 


Gratian.de conlecrat. 
«ſt. Fy C13. a 

r)P a4 Con? an- 
greimp Hol gps Greg, 
tib.s. E 
{s) Cont. Confnt ſeſſ 48 5- 


IT Thequeionsr te 75 ter Pap 


cs yinnr cunckindibaly oo ———_ (a) Second. 
in 25.2 
bag 67 rigor 74 and (Gregory .the Great td 
a piogts En; ogy keg 
ry)? 
Fen Ga ina HMartis V. did not err, when he 
Sed the Conncil of Ceftance, which derer- 
ono BY 
jour: 
: Now what Arts have the Romaniſts-to-yecon- 
cite theſe palpable contradictions? They tave 2 
notable invention, 'by which Sawimus and Ab- 
rogamws do gn te fan chin, & the Glob 


upon 
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General Council may err, or elle what need the Poye to _ 


[15 7 
vpot! Gration inforrts;t'they do' (f).' | For that the Pope may err; (t) Sraruines, 
pe he cannot err, thay-bbth 'be' true : He niay err as a pri- po — 
vare Door, he cannot''efr as "Pope: Hildebrand may quite fall {77.4 © 
from the Faich, Gregory the Seventh cannot ſo much as tnp 5" His 
Errors (whatſoever they are) are ever perſonal , - never judicial. 
Much like that diſtm&tion in the late times of Rebellion, berween 
the King's perſonal and politick Capacity, by the help of which,' 
wig oat Tor the King, who-fought againſt Charles Stxart. 
ut when the Pope determines judicially, does he- follow his” 

private jadgment, or does he not? If not, he defines againſt his 
Conſcience ; he really believes one thing, and profeſles to believe 
mother. If he does, then in caſe it happens that he err perſonally, 
he muſt of neceſſity err judicially. F4 

But when may the Pope be ſaid ro err judicially, if notwhen/(v) Surne- 
he errs in making his Decrees? And fo of n muſt one'of * _ | 
thoſe Popes do, whoſe Decrees thwart and oppoſe each other:",,, Jace jn bs 
If ever the Pope cannot err, 'tis (as Bellarmine alerts) when he 11 ad Ficdem 
teaches the Utniverfal Church, in Matters concerning Faith (), and p7tinent, nallo 
ſo did Pope Vigilizs, when he preg his Detininion concerning - 1 —_ 
the three Chapters (»), which he himſelf afterward retraed..” gn. roncit 

In brief, if the Pope could not fin, we might then be perſwaded'. 4. c. 4. 
to grant, that he could not err, ſince a Holy Heart and Life are (*) 24704 ax. 
the beſt Diſpoſitions to a right Belief; bur fince the Popes are 55+ * #9 
ſuch great Strangers to Holmes (as have commonly been, 
for a long time) who can imagine, that they, above all other men, 
{hodld be ſo intimately acquainted wich Truth? | 

2, That Councils, as general as any that have ever been, have 
err'd, the Romaniſts will be forc'd to grant , becauſe there are 
many ſach Councils which are by themſelves reprobated (x). 'Tis (x)8'.*+cn- 
ro no purpole to tell us, that thoſe are ſuch as were never con- cl 1. 1. <4 * 
firm'd or approv'd by the Pope 3 for if a General Council, as fach, 
is Infallible, it is ſo whether the Pope confirm ie or not. Befides, 
the Council hath done its work; and therefore hath err'd or nat 
err'd, before it is confirm'd by him. In caſe therefore ic hath err'd, 
his Confirmation cannot make it not to have err'd; if it hath nor 
err'd, there is no need of it to that purpoſe. 

Bat ſome will fay, the Popes Confirmation dorh not make the 
Council not to have err'd, bur declareir; and thereby gives aflu- ' 
ratceto all Perfons, that it hath noterr'd. It ſeems then, that z 
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how can I bee're the more ſure that. a il hath not er'd, be- 


thetit hathnot err'd? But if the: pn be not Infallible, 
cauſe tlie Pope approves it? And what if the Pope be an Heretick, 


(as Homorins was) can a Council be thought the more gre Or- 
thodox for being confirm'd by him? Should the Council condemn 
his Hereſie, and vindicate the Truth, can it be ſuppoſed that he 
would confirm it? ; 
But that che Popes rejecting 'or approving, is no certain Argu- 
ment that a Council hath err'd or not err'd, is certain; becauſe if 
. ie were, that which is Truch to day, may be Error to morroy 
becauſe the ſame Council which hath at one time been condemn'd 
by the Pope, hath at another time been confirm'd by him : For 
| inſtance, the Fifth General Council, which was firſt condemn'd, 
(y) Pr. 4+ and afterward approved by Pope Yigiliz (7). 
Maria Diſſert. 4, That General Councils confirm'd by the Pope, have aQtuall 
de Epi. Vi- errd, is no leſs manifeſt, For, 1. They heve made Decrees, ſo 
apparently contradictory to the plain Words and Senſe of Holy 
Scripture, that no impartial Perſon can any more queſtion it, than 
hecan, whether Theft be forbidden by the Eighth Command- 
ment. So did the Council of Conſtance confirm'd by Pope Mar- 
tin V. and the Council of Trent confirm'd by Pope Pixe IV. The 
former in the Decree for Laicks communicating in one kind only, 
notwithſtanding (as themſelves acknowledge) that Chriſt inſti- 
tuted the Sacrameat in both kinds, and deliverd it in both to his 
(2) concil. Diſciples (z)z The latcer in decreeing, that the Divine Service 
Conſtant. S*f. ſhould not be in the vulgar Tongue (a), in plain contradiction to 
(«)Corcit.71;. What St. Paw! preſcribes in the fourteenth Chapter of the firſt 
dent. Sf. 22. Epiſtle ro the Corinthians. 2, General Councils confirm'd by 
c.8. Popes, have made Definitions and Decrees plainly contradictory 
one to the other, The (1xth General Council was confirm'd by 
Pope Adrian I. the Council of Trent by Pope Pixs IV. The for- 
(b) Cax0n.92. mer defin'd that Marriage was diflolv'd by Herefie, (5); The latter 
(c)Con'il.Tri that it was not (c), The Council of Conftaxce confirm'd by "__ 
-—_ 24+ Marti» V, decreed that a General Council was ſuperior to the 
4)5ſ.z.8 5. Pope (4), the laſt Lateran Council condern'd this Decree (+) 
(9) co c1.Le- 3. A General Council conhrm'd by one Pope, hath been con- 
teran. Seſſ 11» demn'd by a General Council confirm'd by another : As the 
: (f ) 81144 9% Council of Baf! confirm'd by Pope Nicolas V. was eſteemed a 
Rartier. n 1, Schiſmatical and Seditious Conventicle, and reprovated by the 
drconcil. 44/7. Jaſt Lateran Council confirm'd by Pope Leo X. (f ), which ar Rome 
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is accounted a General Council. So that unleſs Errors become 
Truth, and ContradiQtions be reconciled when determin'd by a 
Pope and Council, we may conclude , 'that not only the Pope 
_himElf, byt a General Council confirm'd by him hath err'd. 

Ic plainly appears by what hath been ſaid, that thoſe have actu- 
aly err'd, whom the Church of Reme ſuppoſes to be her oply in- 
fallible Guides: . From whence it unavoidably follows, that the 
Church of Rewe hath err'd ; Firſt, in all thoſe Points, which haye 
been erroneoully defin'd by them 3 Secondly, In ſuppoſing them 
to be Infallible. BG 

I ſhall not ſtay to. ſhew, of what uſe Councils, eicher General 
or Provincial, are; how far their Authority extends, and what 
great Benefit may accrue to the Church by them, tho they be ſup- 

s'd not to be Infallible: But ſhall proceed to the next Propo- 

it10n, viz. 

IT. That the Errors of the Church of Rome, were not ſight, and 
in matters of ſmall moment; but ſogrols and enormous, when the 
Reformation was ſet on foot, that there was a neceſſity of reform- 
ing them. This will be evident, | 

Firſt, . By unqueſtionable Teſtimonies. 
Secondly,By taking aparticular view of the Errors themſelves, 

Firſt, By Teſtimonies of unqueſtionable Authority z of Perſons 
who could neither be miſtaken through Ignorance, nor byals'd by 
Intereſt or Aﬀection, to repreſent Matters worſe than they 
were: But who were on the contrary, as well acquainted with the 
State of the Roman Church, as any Perſons in the World z who 
were promoted to the greateſt Honours in it; whoſe worldly In- 
tereſts ingaged them above all other men to maintain its Reputa- 
tion and Authorityz and who not only liv'd, but died in Commu- 
nion with it. Such were their learned Doctors, their Biſhops and 
Cardinals, their Princes and Emperors, their Popes and General 
Councils z tho the two laſt are not to be reckon'd for ſingle Wit- 
neſſes, but for the Voice of their Churchz the one being their 
Church Repreſentative; the other (according to their Divinity ) 
their Church Virtual. Of thoſe many which offer themſelves, 
I ſhall content my ſelf to produce a few; and thoſe ſhall be ſuch 
as were either cotemporary with, or who liv'd within about a 
hundred years of the Reformation, paſſing over thoſe who were 
at a greater diſtance from it. 
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Job Gerſen, the renowned Chancellor of Paris, in a Sermon to 
the Council of Conſtance, applies to the modern Church of Rome, 
theſe words of the Prophet Fzekie/: Thos didſt truſt in thine own 
beauty, and plaiedſt the Harlot, becauſe of thy renown ,, and pour df out 
thy Fornications on every one that paſs d by, And in all thy Abominations, 
then haſt not remember d the days of thy youth,” Thou haſt built thy bro- 
thel houſe at every head of the way, and haſt made thy beanty, to be ab- 
horr'd, Behold therefare I will deliver thee into the hands of thoſe that 
hate thee, And after he had told them, what were the ſad Symp- 
toms of approaching Ruine, he adviſes them to a great and notable 

(+) Tohn Ger- Reformation of Manners, as the only means to prevent it (4). And 

10+ 5-9. 4+ becauſe, ſaith he, ſome may ſay, that the Church is founded upon 

/gnir "4144 a Rock, and therefore in no danger of ruin; He declares more 
LILLE. . : — * #* . . 

: particularly, what were thoſe Enormities, in which the Church- 
men eſpecially needed to be reform'd, and then exhorts the Coun- 
cil, either to reform all Eſtates of the Churchin a General Council, or com- 
mand them to be reform'd in Provincial Synods;, that by their Authority the 
Church might be repaired, and the Houſe of God purg'd from all Unclban- 

(») Declarat, neſs, Vices and Errors (b). 

Peſe2t-<iror. The ſame Author earneſtly preſs'd Pope Alexander V, to (et 

*eje. himſelf to reform thoſe Corruptions and Abuſes, which (as he ſays) 

were the Plague of the Church,and without the removal of which, 

(c)Serm.covam *ewas in vain to expect Peace (c). 

Alexard indie Nic, Clemangis, another Parifian DoRor, writ ſeveral Books 

Ajee*\ Poniri. pon this Subject, in which he repreſents to the World, the de- 
\plorable State of the Roman Church, and the neceſſity of Re- 

(d) De Corri- forming it (4). 

romp reennc Add to theſe ſingle Teſtimonies, the ſolemn Appeal of the 

)9:c-44 <> 6, Whole Univerſity of Paris, from Pope Leo X, to a General Coun- 

ind trrleſ, Cl, in defence of the Pragmarick San&ion. In which they ſer 
forth, how that the Councils of Conſtarce and Baſil made many De- 
crees, eſpecially about the Reformation of the Ecclel1aſtical State, 
as well in the Head as in the Members, which in thoſe days eſpe- 
cially, ſeem'd to ſtand in need of Reformation. And how among 
ether things, the Sacred Council of Baſil conſider'd, how by the antient 
Fathers, Sacred Canons and wholſome Pecrees were made for the happy 
Government of the Eccleſioſtical *tate, which as long as they were ebſerv d, 
the vigour of Eccleſioſtical Diſcipline continued, Religion, Piety and Cha- 
rity flouriſh'd, But aſter that men through Ambition and Covetouſneſs, 

tegan to contem;is the Decrees of the Holy Fathers, there follow d Deformi- 

ties 
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ties in the Church, many of which they afterward; enumerate, and then 
appeal from the Pope to a future General Conncit (ec). And 'tis ob- (©) F G_ 
ſervable, that this Appeal was made in the year 1517. the very 7” Ph = q 
ſame year in which Zther began to preach againſt che horrible gich-r. Hit. 
Abuſes of Indulgences. Concil. Gene- 
If we paſs on to Biſhops and Archbiſhops, tho their Intereſt in- 54 1.4-pact 2- 
gag'd them more ſtrongly ro oppoſe it, yet we {hall find ſeveral e*4: 
even among them, who were fo ſenſible of the neceſſity of 
Reformation, that they earneſtly call'd for ic, and endeavour'd to 
promote 1t. 
Frederick Archbiſhop of Salerno, Jerome Archbiſhop of Brunſwick, 
and 7oh. Matth. Gibertws Biſhop of Verona, plainly declar'd, that they 
had a great Senſe of the Corruptions of the Church, by the Art 
cles of Reformation, which (together with the reſt of che Select 
Council) they deliver'd to Pope Paw! III. (f). (f) Richer. 
In a Book Intitled; Onus Eccleſie, written by John Suffragan Bi- #4. Concil. 
ſhop of Salrzbwrgh, inthe year 1519. (that is, but two years after porn wo 
Luther began the Reformation) we have for many Chapters ** © P-13% 
cogether, a moſt direful Deſcription of the corrupt State of the 
Church ( ) (R) 01:15 Ec- 
In the Council of Trent the Biſhop of Conimbria ſaid; For theſe *(thr-c 19,20, 
150 years the World hath demanded a Reformation in the Head and the ** © 
Members, and hitherto hath been deceived, that now it was time they 
ſhould labowr in earneſt, and not by Diſſimulation (h). And Dadithius (1) Hilmy of 
an Hungarian Biſhop, pray'd the Hungarians and Polonians, Thar **% Can of 
for God's ſake, and for the Charity every Chriftian oweth to the Church, _—_ b. & 
they wowdd nat abandon [0 honeſt, juſt and profitable a Canſe, but tht” © 
every one would put down in writing, what he thought might be conſtituted 
for the Service of God, withont any reſpeft of man , nat reforming oze 
part, but the whole Body of the Church, in the Head and the Members (1). (i) | 
If from Biſhops we aſcend to Cardinals 3 tho to their Pride 
and Luxury, and Pomp and Grandeur, nothing could give a greater 
blow, than a due Reformation ; yet to ſuch a wretched State was 
the Church reduced,that many of them, did not only acknowledge 
the neceſſity of Reforming it, but in ſome meaſure contributed 
their endeavours toward it. 
Gaſpar Cardinal Contarene, fohn Peter Cardinal Theatine, fames Cir 
dinal Sadolete, and Reginald Pool Cardinal of Eng/and, were of the 
number of the Sele& Council, that preſented the Articles of Re- (+) *-%7r- 


formation to Pope Pas! II. (4). A. cnc 


: The part 2+ P.1 $5, 


(1)8ichir Hill. 
Concil.General. 
I.4-part 1.C.2. 
(m) 1d. 1. 4. 
part I» C. 3+ 


P- 334+ 


(n) Id. 

(0) Faſcic. rt- 

rum txpttend. 
a fugiend. 


(p) Richer, 
Hiſt. Concil. 
General. |. 2. 
Þ- 102. 


fqY 1d. 1: 4. 
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The Cop of Cardinals at the death of Alexander VT. before 
they entred the Conclave for the Ele&ion of a new Pope; took 
an Oath, that if any of them ſhould be choſen, he ſhould imme- 
diately before the Publication of his Ele&tion, bind himſelf under 
pain of Perjury and a Curſe, co call a Councit within two- years 
for the Reformation of the Church (2), which Oath was taken by 
Zalixs IT. (m), who was choſen Pope; and when it appear'd after- 
ward, that he made no conſcience of keeping it (ſeven years 
having paſs'd without any mention of a Council) in the year 15 11. 
nine Cardinals who had withdrawn themſelves from Reme, by 
reaſon of his Inſolencies, by the affiſtance of the Emperor Max: - 
wilian, and Lews XII. King of France, call'd the Second Piſan 
Council to that purpoſe (»). Petrus de Alliaco Cardinal of Cam- 
bray, wrote a Book for the Reformation of the Church (s); and 
Ladovicws Cardinal of Arles, who preſided in the Council of Baſ, - 
zealouſly endeavoured it. The Cardinals who call'd the firſt 
Piſan Council, to extinguiſh the Schiſm rais'd by the two Anti- 
Popes, Benedi& XII. and Gregory XII. vow'd, that they would to 
the utmolt of their power procure, that he that ſhould be choſen 
Pope, ſhould reform the Church; and that till a due and ſufhicient 
Reformation of the univerſal Church was made, as well in the 
Head as in the Members, he ſhould not ſuffer the Council to be 
diflolv'd (p). 

Tho the Teſtimonies already producd are beyond Exception, 
yet behold greater Witnefles than theſe; I mean Popes themtelves,. 
who above all men in the World abhor'd all Propoſals of Re- 
formation, as that which would throw them down from their 
uſurp'd Dominion , and put a ſtop to their lawleſs Tyrannies, 
To {uch an Exceſs were the Romith Corruptions grown, and (o- 
evident was the neceſſity of reforming them, that they were forc'd: 
to confeſs it, who moſt defir'd to deny it. | 

To this purpoſe Paw! III. appointed a (ele&t Council! of Pre- 
lates, to collect thoſe Abuſes which were moſt Notorious and: 
Pernicious, and preſent them to him , that he might correct 
them (q). Pope Marcel IT. (aid, that he relolv'd to make a 
vere and intire Reformation, bur died before he could let the- 
World know , whether he intended to be as good. as: his 


&) 411.cemc. word (r), Pant IV. who ſucceeded him, promiſed to reform 


of Trent. l. $ 


-not verbaily buc really, the Head, . Members,  Clergy,. Laity', 


C Yaiſkc _ Princes and People (/ ). Atexander Y.. as ſoon as he was choſen. 
T eent..L. 5» 
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by the Piſar' Council, promiſed -to 'ſet himſelf to the Wark ; 
and to chuſe good and learned Men out” of every Nation to ;c0n- (1) Coneil. Bs: 
fule with the Cardinals about -ir ('s ). Po Adrian NI, fan. ſiſf. An. 
was free andingenuotis in confeſfing the abominable Corruptions 344 Kicher. 
of the Church, arid eſpecially of the Court of Rome; and profe(-' {+ ) S/1iden 
(ed that he took the Papacy upon him, to-the end that he might —_— 4+ 
reform the Uniyerſal Church ( «).. Crain 
What Teſtimony of greater Authority can be defired, than ! 4.par.29.129 
theſe already mentioned, unleſs it be the'concurrent voice of Faſcic. 14um 
the Church repreſentative, in a general Council > To which 1 gms _ 
now proceed. ; TIM 
The firſt Pi/a» Council (as it is commonly reckoned, though 
it was indeed the ſecond) were- reſolved to reform the Church x 
which Alexander. V. (as was ſaid befors ) who was choſen 
by,/and preſided in that Council, promiſed-to aflit them in (»). (») conci!; 
he Council of Comftaxce, which followed five Years after, »iſan. of 17: 
ecreed's That the Pope which was then. to be choſen, thoutd - ak wy, 
rogecher with the Council, or thoſe which ſhould be depured. by 7,14 8:11, 
the ſeyerat Nativns, reform the Church, - before' the Councl 7 15,6 20: 
ſhould be diſſolved'; and the: matters about which it was thought 
fit the Reformation ſhould be made, were reduced to eighteen 
Heads (x). In the Council of Baf/, the Pope gave his re (+) Conci!, 
fall power of concluding all ſuch things as appertained to the re- ©onftaat. of 
formation of the Eccleſiaſtical State (5). _ And © whereas there {J\-,,.y. x4. 
were fix things which that Council reſolved mainly to proſecute, {1:7g. 1. Bin 
two of then were theſe, 1. That the Church ſhould be reformed | 
m the Head and Members. 2. That the antient Diſcipline, as (x )Ricber. hiſt 
much as poſſible, ſhould'be reſtored (=). The ſecond Council: c57c4t grerats 
at Piſa declared, That the reformation of the Church was | moſt 1. 3. c. 2. 
neceſſary, and paſled this Decree upon it : That the Holy Synod” 
would not, nor could diflolve it (elf, cill' the Univerſal 
Church ſhould be” reformed, both in Faith and . Manners, as well C 
in the Head as in the Members (a). Where ir is obſervable, (:)S:(.3:4pnt? 
That the Reformation decreed by'this Council, as fo highly ne- X/chniunyl 4. 
ceſſary, did extend to Faith, as well as to Manners : And ſo gid. 71: 4% + 
alſo that which was required by many other great Men of the Ro. | 
an Communion, as thall be afterward ſhewed; when. I defcend. 
to particulars. | 
r cannot be expected, tha I ſhouli aſcend higher in the Ec 
cleſtaſtical State, (ince a general Council is the higheſt — 
@ 
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of the Church on Earthz by which we ſee the neceſſity of a Re- 
formation is con 3 and thar not by one ſingle Council on- * 
ly, bat by four ſucceſſively; three of which wee confirmed by 
Popes 3 The firſt Piſan _——_— V. the Council of Con- 
france by Martin V. the Council of Bafi! by Nicola V. and 
ſo much of it as concerned the Reformation ( and much more$ 
by Exgenizs IV. who was depoſed by it. If therefore a Ge- 
neral Council, confirmed by the Pope, cannot err, it.is infal- 
libly certain, and (according to the Principles of the Church of 
Reme ) an Article of Faith, That the Reformation of the Church 
was ary. 
Should we now paſs from the Clergy to the Laity 3 from 
Biſhops, Cardinals, Popes and Councils, to Secular States, Kings 
and Emperors,we ſhould find, That they were alſo highly ſenſible 
of the Corruptions and Abuſes, Ulurpations and Oppreffions of 
the Church of Rome, and many of them zealous and active in their 
endeavours to reform them. 5. + - of 
What great complaints were made, by many of our Kings of 
England, againſt the Encroachments of Rome ? How oftea'- did 
they petition the Pope for a redreſs? but finding no relief from 
thence, Edward the Third, and Richard the Second, did in part 
right themſelves and their Subjects, by the Statutes of Proviſces and 
* 21Edw.2.c, Premmire *, 
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Charles VIT. King of France , as a Fence to the French 

Church againſt the Miſchiefs which flowed from the Court of 

Rome, (et up the pragmatick Sanction , which when Pope Pizs 

(+) Richer. TT,. endeavoured to overthrow , he appealed from him to a 

| Hiſt. Conci!, General Council (6). Lews XI. was indeed decoyed by the 
means 2” Popes fair Promiſes to revoke that Sanftionz but ſoon after 
&:. ** **” ſeeing his errour, he commanded it again to be obſerved *. 

* richer. Aﬀer the death of Lewss, the three Eſtates of the Kingdom, 
Hiſt. Con:il. aſſembled at Towrs, beſought Charles VIII. who ſucceeded him, 
Els, ©+* to maintain the Progmadck in its full firength f: Which 
+ id. {. 15, he not only conſented to, but reſolved to make a further progreſs 
in reforming the Church, and to that purpoſe conſulted the 

(:) 141.4..2. College of Divine at Paris (c).' Lews XII. who follow- 
ed next, coyned his Money with this Inſcription , —_ 

abylons 
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Babylonis nomen , 1 will deftrey the- name of Babylon (4) : by (1) Than! » 
which he plainly declared ; what his Judgment then was of *# +12 1b 


Rome. 

The zeal of —_— the Emperour for the Reformation was 
abundantly manifeſt, by his indefatigable pains in procuring the 
Council of Cenſtance, and afliſting in it : By protecting the Coun- 
cil of Baſil againſt the attempts of Exgemws, and by labouring 
with other Princes to promote it ; but eſpecially by that Re- 
formation he made in many things himtelf. Maximilian” I. 
made bitter Complaints of many ſcandalous Abaſes of the Roman 
Court, and commanded the redreſs of them under pain of his heavy 


diſpleaſure (g). The Emperor Ferdinand propoſed to the Council (4) rife. re. 
of Trent, by his Embaſſadors, twenty Points concerning Worthip, rn exp:rerd. 
Manners and Diſcipline, which he defired might be reformed { þ ) ; ©* /ae4ena. 


and in a Letter tothe Pope, and another to his: Legates in 
the Council, earneſtly preſled for aneftetual Reformation (7 ). 


The Princes of Germany, at the Diet at Naremberg , in the cil of Tron, &. 


Year 1523. in their Anſwer to Cheregat the Popes Nuncio, in- 
ſiſted upon the reforming of Abuſes, and correting of many 
Errors and Vices, which by long tract of time had- eaken deep 
root ; for the effeting of which, they demanded a free and ge- 
neral Council. And thoſe intolerable burdens ( as they calſed 
them ) laid upon them by the Court of Rome, they reduced to 


3 
(i) L.7.p.682.. 


an hundred Heads (*), which they called the Hundred Grievan- (+) $!eid.coms- 
ces of the German Nation, and preſented them to the Pope,. pro- © 4 
reſting that they neither would nor could endure them any longer. : _—— &w, 
To conclude this Head 3 to ſo monſtrous a deformed ſtace, was $11.4 
the Weſtern Church degenerated, that the Prince, the Prieſt, the Hifory of the- 


Clergy, the Laity z Men of all Conditions and of all Nations : Couucil of 


Yea, (if the infallible Oracle, Pope Aarias the Sixth, ſpoketruch) 
"the whole World groaned after a Reformation (& ). 

Secondly, The neceſſity of which will be further evident;by taking 
a particular view of the Corruprions and Errors themſelves, which 
for methods ſake, and to avoid confuſion, ſhall be reduced to- 
four general Heads : 
1. Corruptions in Doctrine, 
2. In Worſhip, 
3: In Manners, 
4. In Dfcipkae, 


par, 2.p. 13% 


(«) Petrus df 
Maria difſer- 
tat, de Epif, 
Vigilit, ſ. 8: 
| nt ceFu s 
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In treating of which it will plainly appear, that theicErrors were 
not ſmall, and of light importance ; but fo groſs, and in matters 
of {uch high moment, that there was an abſolute neceſſity of re- 


APR them. IM 

1. Groſs Corruptions in Do@rine. Many Dodrines were 
impoſed as Articles of Faith, which have not the leaſt Foun- 
dation in Scripture, Reaſon or Primitive Antiquity ; and many 
others, which are not only.Strangers to all theſe, but contrary to 
the common ſenſe and Experience of Mankind. I [hall inſtance in 
ſome of them. 

( 1.) The Infallibility ofthe Biſhop or Church of Rowe. We 
have before ſeen, that this Doctrine hath no Foundation in Scri- 
pture-( and by conſequence can be no Atticle of Faith) : Yea 
that thete is no pretence of Reaſon, why the Biſhop and Church 
of Rome ſhould be infallible, rather than the Biſhop and Church 
of Conſtantinople 3, and all thoſe fine flouriſhes they are wont to 
make, of the expediency of, this. DoctzIne, for the ending of Con- 
troverſies, and the ſafe conduQing pf. Souls to. Heaven, may be 
as well accounted for, by making the Church of England, or any 
other , Church infallible. 

That no ſuch Doctrine was owned by the antient Church, we 
may be aſſured; both becauſe the Fathers in thoſe many Here- 
ſies, which in their times aroſe, never betook themſelves to this 
ealie and compendious remedy for the ſuppreſſing of them, bur 
choſe the more tedious and laborious way of confuting them by 
Scripture, by Reaſon and Catholick Tradition ;* and becauſe the 
Afran and African Biſhops, did in ſome Points ſo reſolutely diſ- 
ſent from the Rowan Biſhop and Church, that they choſe 
_ to break . Communion , than to comply with them 
therein, 

Had any ſuch thing inthoſe dayes been believed, would, the 
African, 1lhrican and Dalmatian omoye, have renounced Commu- 
mon with Yigilins Biſhop of Rome, for conſenting to the condem- 
nation of the three Chapters (a) 2 Would the bleſſed Pohcarpns have 
diſſented from Pope®leathgius 2 Irenens from Pope Vittor? S. Cy- 

ian from Pope Stephen ? Can any Man who is not forſaken of 

is Reaſon, imagine, That ſach Men as theſe, would have beha- 
ved themſelves {o towards the Pope as they did, had they not 
thought themſelves as infallible Judges as he ? 


But 
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Bat what need I contend for this, when ſuch great men of che 
Church of Rome, as Nike Archbiſhop of Theſſabaics, Gerſas 
Chancellor of Pars, Almain, Alphmſus de Caftre, yea Pope Advi- 
@« VT, himſelf teach us, ( as even Zelarmine himfelt acknow- 
ledges) (5) that the Pope may not only err, but be a Hererick, (*) 3 #. 4 
yea, and teach Herefie too, if he define without a General Coun- [** '**# 
cil > And when a General Council fays, 'tis certain the Pope -may © 
err (c)? And what that Council fays of the Pope, is experimen- (c) Conc41is 
tally verified -w a Council confirm'd by the Pope, (as hath been nar/x 
ore prov | + ur y———_ 
Nor is this Do&rine to be rejected, meerly becauſe it is noto- —_—— 
riouſly Falſe; but more e(pecjally becauſe of its hoerid Conſe- Pp. Richer. 
quences, asit opens the door to, - and gives proceion-to-anyother © 3 © 2 5: 5: 
the molt palpable Error, both'in -Doctrine and Pratice.- For if 
this be once granted, there is- no remedy, but we maſt believe 
Darkneſs to be Light, if che Church of Zane ſays it's ſo. Yea, 
2 Thomas Becket, a Garnet, or any other the moſt execrable Traitor, 
_"_ worſhipt for a Saint, when the Pope is pleas'd to canonize 
(2.) Their Dodtrine of the Popes ſoverei | 
verſal Church: That every Chriſtian 
is bound to be ſubje&t to him that no Appeals may 
from him; that he alone is the fupream Jud 
can be ;jadged by 


#* 


in all Cauſes Ecclefiaſtical, bur chat he hi 
no man. | 
This Dodtrine hath not only been defin'd by Popes themſelves, 
(as well as their Flatterers) and many huadreds yoars copier 
put in execution by them ; but hath moreover been ilh'd by 
foch Councils as are by the Romaniſts accounted General (4). And (©) £1nciLFlo- 
yer is not only deſtituce of all Auchoriry from Scripture, butmuch !7% Þ *5-: 
may be found in __ againſt itz. And noe; only in'Scripture, wnjam Conctt 
bur *tis plain/ from Church Hiſtory; that the Biſhops of Rare, in 7.terarnſ. V. + 
the early Ages of Chriſtianity , had no Juriſdiction beyond *": 17+ 
their own Province; that for the firſt 300 years, there were bur 
two only, viz. Vitor arid Stephen, that took chem to cenſure (1 41. - 
Perſons that were of another Diocels, and thac chey themſelves 76. corct. 
were ſeverely cenſured for it by ottier Bi 3 - That the eight. guers}. L 1, 
firſt General Councils, were all both call'd and confirm'd, not by ©13- # 753» 
Popes, EE e); Tharche Popeharh been oppos'd *94w; of #e 
in many Councils, and many _ Decrees have beea i * g © 149 
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(f) As in the fall fre _ his will (f)z That he himſelf was ſubje& to the 
—_y Laws of the Church _ upon his tranſgreſſion of | 
the ſecond at Ous to cenſure, no lels chan other Bi 3 That no Appeals 
Conſtantino- were allow'd to him by the African Biſhops; That by the ancienc 
ple, the Coun- Canons every Biſhop did order the Aﬀeairs of his own Dioceſfs, 
ll rr without dence upon, or Subordination to the Biſhop of 
fil, ec. Rome, and that all Cauſes were finally to be determin'd by Pro- 
(2)concil.con- vincial Councils (x). - That many Popes have been anathematiz'd 
fantivope. by other Biſhops, and many judg'd, condemn'd, and depos'd by 
1 an, 2. Synods. All which, and many more things which mighe be men- 
1Can.z, TCion', are plainly inconſiſtent with this pretended univerſal Empire 
of the Pope. - 

But if nothing could be alleg'd from Scripture,-or the Dodtrine 
or Practice of the antient Churchito the contrary ; yet the in- 
tolerable Evils which unavoidably Aow from it, cannot but ren- 
der this Do&trine deteſtable , to all thoſe who have any fincere 
Love, either to Truth or Goodneſs. For whereever this Doctrine 
is receiy'd,, a-man muſt think himſelf in dury bound, to entertain 
Error, and to reject the Truth z to put Virtue for Vice, and Vice 
for Vittuey in caſe the:Pope require ſhim fo to do. And that -the 
Pope not.ofly may; but for many Ages hath commanded men (0 
todo; the ſad experience of the Chriſtian World, is a proof too 


unanſwerable. 
-  (3.)The,Do&trine of the Popes Dominion over temporal Princes. 
That if Kings and Emperors oppoſe themſelves to him, or turn 


Hereticks, 'he may depoſe them, abſolve- their Subjects from their 
Oaths of Agnes and give away their Kingdoms to whom- 
ſoever he pl - _ M_ ay nts y-_ _— - 
2 Greg, vin, by the Pope for many fuccefhive Ages (+); 
Wy be yet Brees Nr when opportunity hath ferv'd, hath mw EP 
&f the Popes Feet. Diflate, 12. Jy put 1n-+practice by them. So Gregory VII. ex- 


at the Pope may depoſe the Em- * ca municated the Emperor Henry IV. and gaye 
Pofolve Ne Sus of wicken away his Kingdoms to Rwdo{phus Duke of Sweden (5). 


Princes from their Allegiance, Gregory IX. excommunicated the Emperor Frede- 
Binjus tom. 7. pert 1. P. 362. jc II. and abſolv'd his Subjets from their Oaths 
Ss 1-60 of Allegiance (). - Pope how HI. excommunicated 


CO) Bulleriun Rom Tom.x, | and depoſed Hewy VII, King of Exg/ard, and com- 
00» 


p. #9, wr L71 2ll his Subjects, under pain of a Curſe, to 
(1) Bullar. Rom. Tow. 1» withdraw their Obedience from him (7 ). Pope 
Rs Pie V.and Gregory XIII. damn'd and depos'd Q. E1i- 


2abeth, 


i CC ——_—— 
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2beth, and abſoly'd her 'SubjeRs from their Allegiance (»). This (7) Candexs 
Dodrine andPractice has been defended by their ee edinaly £09k: 
Baronims and Perron, by their School-men, Canoniſts, and by the 

whole Order of Jeſuirs. Yea, 'tisnomore than what was decreed 

by divers ſuch Councils, as are yp goes for lawful Re- 
preſencatives of their Church As by the third Later«» Council 

under Pope Alexander III. (#) 3 And by the Mirch Latera» Council (n) cap. 27. 
under Pope hmecent II', (o). And tho ſome Romaniſts are now &e/exatos aw 
aſham'd to own itz yet no leſs a man than Zeſſims tells us on 
that if Kings may not bedepoſed by the Pope , then of neceſſity, ;;:,;@, wc. 


muſt the General Council of Latera» have err'd. (0) $i wwe 
; Dominus ttm- - 
poralh requiſitus & monitus ab Eccleſia, terram ſuam purgare nigitxtrit, Ke —— E4d:m nibilomnings 


lege ſervata circa tos, qui non habent Dominos principales, C. 3+ 


But what can be more manifeſt, than that this Do&Qrine is con- 
tradictory to the Holy Scripture? Which tells us in expreſs terms, 
that the King is. ſupream (q), and commands every Soul to be (q)1 £zif.Pet. 
ſubje& to the higheſt civil Powers &). Nothing can be more re- 2:13 
pugnant to the ine of the Primitive Fathers, who taught © 991% t+ 
that the Emperor was the ſupream Power on Earth, that he was 
ſubje& to God only; and that all other Perſons were put in ſub- 
jection under him (/); that neither Propher, nor Evangeliſt, no, @) 79%. 4- 
nor Apoſtle (and therefore not S. Peter himſelf) was exempt from pry i 
ſubjection to him (7). C: 2, 

ſuch as their Doctrine was, ſuch was their Praftice 3 tho (t) S. chryoft. 

their Emperors were Idolaters, and implacable Enemies to the 4 $9: © 13, 
name of Chriſt, yet they thought it not in the Popes Power, to " 
ſet them looſe from ſubjetion to them Nor did any Pope inthoſe 
days pretend to ſuch a Power 3 And therefore they choſe rather (u) Cypri 
to dye, when they had the greateſt Provocations to reſiſt ; and «4p; mma. 
when the number of the Chriſtians was fo great, that they were nun. 
able, with eaſe, to have vanquiſh'd their Enemies (#). (w) Greg. Me 
 'Tis a Doctrine that is contrary to the Confeſſions and Praftice H vor 4 
of the antient Biſhops of Rowe, who took the Emperor for their ped OM 
Lord and Maſter, and yielded themſelves his moſt humble and + zpif.ad Cor- 
obedient Servants and Subjects. So did - Gregory the Great (»w), #4*tinum Imp. 
and before, Pope Gelaſins I. (x); and after him Pope Agatho f. In — 


ſhort, 'tis a Doctrine that involves the higheſt Impiery a Richoiam te 


God, the greateſt Injuſtice coward men; that ſubverts the Foun- Concil.General. » | 


D 2 dations Li.c.1o $.3,6. 


parions: aÞ1nes, Jari 
and Murders, the Treaſons and-Rebellions, the Confuſions and 
Deſolations it hath caus'd in the World. 


*Cap.1, by the Fourth LZateran Council *, viz. the monſtrous Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation :WFor the belief of which, there is no better 
ground in a than that the Church is tranſub(tantiated, or 

.. that the Rock in the Wilderneſs was ſubſtantially chang'd into 

()epbeſ1-23- Chriſt 5 becauſe the Church i call'd Chriſt's Body (5), and 'ris 

(z) 1 Corinth. aid, that the Rock which follow'd the 1ſrachites was Chriſt (z). 

10. 4+ But becauſe 'tis confe(s'd by many of their own learned Writers, 
we may therefore take it for granted, that this Doctrine cannot be 
prov'd by Scripture : Yea,that it is contrary to it, is manifeſts be- 
cauſe we find in Scripture, that the Sacramental Elements, after 
the words of Confecration were paſs'd, are call'd the Bread and the 

(-) 1 Corirth. Cup, as were before (a). And if we may believe our Sa- 

11. 26527»28- yiour, the Wine after it was conſecrated, and made the Blood of 
the New Teſtament, was no other for ſubſtance, than the Fruit of 
the Vine; for after he had ſaid, This is my Blood, of the New Teſt a- 
ment ;, he adds, But I ſay wnto you, that I will not, henceforth, drink of 

(b) Matth.26. the Fruit of the Vize, S:c. (5), That the Fathers for (even hundred 

29. years after Chriſt, believ'd the Elements, after Conſecration, to 
remain the ſame for ſubſtance, is beyond all contradiction prov'd, 

V by many Proteſtant Writers; —a two ſhort Diſcourſes, 

(i) zetter ts Jately written upon this _—_— (3). that the Popes them- 

Lady T. iſ" (eyes were of the fame Belief in the fifth Century, is evident : 

_ _ _ For ſarely, (ays Pope Gelaſuus, the Sacraments we receive of the Body 

tion, and Blood of Chriſt, are a divine thing, for which we ave aiſ by them 
made Partakers of a divine Nature , and yet the Subſtance or. Nature of 

(k) Certe Sa- Bread and Wine does not ceaſe tobe &). | 


cramenta que 


ſumimus Corporis & ſanguinis Chrifti diving res oft, propter quod &+ yer tadem divine efficimur con- 
fortes naturg: & tamen tfſt non defonit ſubſtantia vel natura panis & vinie De duab. nat. in Chriſto. Bi- 
blioth. Parr, Tom. 4- d 


Yea, ſo far was Tranfubſtantiation, from being the Doctrine 
of the Primitive Church; that we can meet with nothing like it, 
till near the end of the ——O— and tho as ſoon as it was 
ſtarted, it was vigorouſly oppos'd, by the moſt learned men of 
that time; yet by the help of the deplorable Ignorance _ Sn- 

perſtition, 


) The next Inſtance ſhall be, that which was likewiſe decreed ' 


-A 
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- = mrs its full _ | wo 4 
mars d up, to its z till ar 
length it came to be eſtabliſh'd for an Article of Faith, in the 

Lateran Council, under Pope heecent II. in the year 1215, 
Nor is it only deſtitute of the Authority of Scripture, and the 
ancient Church ; but plainly deſtrutive of our whole Religion , 
by {abverting the main Foundation, upon which it ſtands. For 
if that be indeed the Fleſh of a Man, which we fee, and feel, 
and taſte to be Bread; what aſſurance can we have, that there 
ever was any ſuch Man in the World as [ſw of Nazareth? or 
that he ever wrought one Miracle in it> The cerrainty of which, 
upon the certainty of our Senſes 3 and therefore S. 7ohn 


depends 
apeak to them, as the great ionable Proofs of the Truth 
of our Religion (4). We have therefore the ſame Aſſurance that (a) 1 z2il. 


Traoſubſtantiation is Falſe, as that the Goſpel of Chriſt is /#* - 123+ - 


True. 

Nor is it more oppoſite to Senſe, than Reaſon; the belief of 
it implying ten thouſand Contradictions. To which we may add 
the horrible Impieties. it involves. That the glorified Body of 
our Saviour, ſhould be contracted to the crum of a Wafer ; that 
he ſhould be perfealy FE = $ of Senſe and Reaſon; that he 
ſhould not be able ro defend himſelf againſt the Aflanlts of the 


moſt contemptible Vermin 3 that he ſhonld be ſwallow'd down 


whole, and if the Stomach of the Communicant chance to be foul, 
or over-charg'd with Wine, that he ſhould be vomited up again : 
Good God ! what man, who is not _ forſaken of Religion, 
Reaſon and Senſe; who is not himſelf tranſubſtantiated into 
ſomething below either Man or Beaſt, can believe theſe 


things ? 

(5.) That the Marriage of Prieſts is unlawfol. This Dodtrine 
the Church of Reme borrow'd from the antient Hereticks; eſpeci- 
ally from the Manichees, who allow'd Marriage to their Hearers, 
as the Church of Rome doth to Lay-men; but forbad_ it to their 
Elect (), as that Church doth to her Priefts. 


(4) Mi: non du 


tlamatiires in» 


to wes offe<* 


vidiamque fattwos, caltitatem prrfeitam vos veheminter commendave atqu/ !audere, non town Wt as - | 


probibere;, quandoquidem Auditores veſtri quarum apud ves (econdue tht grades, dacire atont habeve now * 


frobibentur uxores. Ang. de moribus Manichzorum, 1, 2. c. 18, 


The 
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The firſt Pope we read of that condemned the marriage of 
Prieſts, was Swricixs, almoſt four hundred Years after Chriſt, thou 
he ſeems by his Epiſtles (if they are indeed his); rather to duſ- 
(4? Eyif. r, {wade Prieſts from it, than yr torily to forbid it (6). Pope 
& 4. apud 8;- Calixtas Il. abſolutely forbad Prieſts Marriage, and. in caſe they 
nium. were married, commanded them to be ſeparated (c). Pope is- 
(<) Prebye- cent TI. pronounced ſuch marriages null, and the Council of 


, 14, Deacons Trent anathematizes thoſe who lay they are valid (4). 


Monachu con- . 
eubinas babert, ſex Matrimonia contvalurt, penitus interdicimus , contratta quaque Matrimonia ab by- 


juſmod; prriſonu disjungi. Grat, diſt. 29. :.8, (4) Sif. 24. Can. g. 


But one would think, that God had ſufficiently declared his ap- 
probation of ſuch Marriages, in that the whole World hath by his 
appointment been twice peopled by two married Prieſts ; firſt 
by Adam, ſecondly by Neah. And we are ſure the Holy Scri- 

(N Heb. 13-4+ pture tells us, That Marriage i honourable in all (f). And pla- 

, ces it among the Qualifications of a Biſhop, That he be the Huſ- 

(e) Tit. 1.6. þand of one Wife, having faithful Children ( g), which ſaith S. Chry- 
foftom, The Apoſtle preſcribed to this end, That he might ftop the Months 
of Hereticks, who reproached Marriage ; declaring thereby, That Mar- 

(b) "Empuit Thage is no mncleas thing, but ſo honourable, that a married Man may be 


wr eipuraes* exalted to the ſacred Throne of a Biſhop ( h ). 


Toe TW aw 
HaeCoirormc, 

Hoxrorcim mc ay MB WK (G19 2126s VN 5 7 Tip), WhjhtT auTy Lyn ty ON Thy 19a dra anne Faorere Chryloft. 
Hom.2.ia c, 1.3 Tit. 


And well might he think it not becoming a Biſhop, when 
our Lord thought it not unbecoming an Apoſtle, no not the 
Prince of the Apoſtles (as the Romaniſts will have him ) for itis 
without doubt, that S. Peter was married 3 1a that the Scripture 
(7)Mart.8. 14. makes mention of his Wife's Mother (i). And Clemens of Alex- 
andria tells us, That it was certainly reported, that when he ſaw 
Q _—_— his Wife led to death, he rejoiced 3 and having exhorted and com- 
>: 736. Lat. forted her, hecalled her by her name, and bid her remember the 
1629. Lord (k); and that he was not only married, but begat Chil- 
(1)Stromar-l.3 dren, the fame Clemens in another place affirms ( /). Yea that 


p 448. S. Philip and S. Jude were alſo married, and had Children, Ex{ebi- 


CEE. «3 is witneſs ( m). 


[.3.c.20,0 31» 
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In like minner we fiad, That many of the primitive Biſhops 
were married, . ſo were Cheremon Biſhop of Nils, S. Spiridi on, 
S. Gregory Nazianzen, 5. Gregory Nyſſen, S. Hilaxy, and many more. 
Nor can it be faid, that they rook Wives while they were 
Laymen, and after they took upon thetn the ſacred Miniſtry, 
were ſeparated from them; ſince the Canons commonly called the 
Apoſtles, did prolibic either Biſhop, Prieſt or Deacon to put away ( raw, 8 
his Wife, upon pretence of Religion () and if any fuch ſhall -#-5«rexc,s _ 
abſtain from Marriage, as in it (elf abominable, command that 7,792.0 nee 
he be corrected, or depoſed and caſt out of the Church ( - ) z i**%im v0" 
which Canons, though not made by them whoſe name they bear, &. 
yet they are of greater Antiquity than the firſt Niceze Council. (-) Canoe. $0. 
And when in that Council it was moved , That Biſhqps and 
Prieſts, Deacons and Subdeacons, might not cohabit with their 
Wives, which they had taken before Ordination 3 the Motion 
was preſently daſhed by the famous Paphnutine, who was him- 
ſelf a ſingle perſon (4). Yea, a long time after this Council, (a) Socrat. Ee- 
we meet with many Popes, who were Sons of Biſhops and Prieſts : ©44% #58. 
Pope Theodorms, Silverins and Gelaſins I. were the Sons of Bithops ; 'b) 628 | 
Pope Boniface I. Felix I. and Agapetss I. were the Sons of Prieſts 56... 
(6). And that we may not think this ſtrange, Gratian himſelf in- Platine in vi- 
forms us, That the Marriage of Prieſts was in thoſe days lawful ** #7** 
in the Latin» Church, as it was at that time when he writ, in the (+) Dif. 4G 
Eaſtern Church ( c ). | FEE *$ 
Nor is this Do&trine to be reje&ed only as contrary to Scri- 
pture, and to Primitive and Apoſtolical Practice, but becauſe of 
the abominable Fruits produced in the Church of Reme by ir. 
For when their Clergy might not have Wives (which God al- 
lowed) inſtead of them they took Whores; which wickedneſs (0 
far prevailed in that Church, that no leſs a Man than the Cardinal 
of Cambray informs us, That many Clergymen were 
not aſhamed publickly and in the face of the World to 4) De reform. Ecclef. 
keep Concubines (4d). And the Glols upon Grati- s Communitty autem dicitur, 
ax (ays, That it is commonly ſaid, That a Prieſt may 904 yro (mplicy ſurnicatione quis 
not be depoſed for ſimple Fornication, becauſe there are a , _ drbets fun pauck fins 
few Prieſts to be found without that fault (e). And A Cons. —_ 
therefore Pope Pixs II. had great reaſon to (ay, 
That though Prieſts were by the Weſtern Church 


forbid to marry for goed reaſon, yet there was ſtronger (f) Father Pai's Hifſtery of 


the Co:ncil of Tentyl. 7. pe 


reaſon to reſtore Marriage to them again (f). This 60 


many 
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many in the Council of Treze were ſenſible of , he alledged 
the great Scandal given by incontinent Priefts, and that there was 


(te) 2.613, want of continent perſons fs to exerciſe the Miniſtry (s) And 
680. therefore the Emperor and the Duke of Bavaria required 

()P. $14, Thar the marriage of the Prieſts might be granted (b). And 
526. the Archbiſhop of Pragze , and the Biſhop of five Churches 


delired that married perſons might be promoted to holy Orders. 
Bur this requeſt would not be granted, becauſe if the Clergy 
once come to be married, they will no longer depend on the 
Pope, but oa their Prince (5). 

( 6.) The Dodtrines of the number of the Sacraments ; of the 
Character imprefled by them ; and of the neceſſity of the Prieſts 
intention, defined by the Reman Charch as neceffary Points of 
Faith, are ſuch as cannot be derived from Scripture, or from che 
Tradition of the Church; as is freely acknowledged by many 
leamed Men of their own Communion. 

As the Word Sacrament is ambiguous, fo it is ſufficiently 
known, That the Fathers, as took it in a more ſtrict or 
large ſenſe, fo they either encreaſed or leſſened the number of 
them : And Cafſander hath obſerved, That we ſcarce meet with 
any Man before Peter Lombard, who reduced them to a certain 


(7YP. 629,% 
747 


( ) corſu1e, Number (4). And that the number Seven hath no colour, either 
Caſaxs. 41. from Scripture, orthe antient Church, we may be aſſured by thoſe 
13- goodly Reaſons, upon which it was eſtabliſhed by the Council of 
Trent, viz, There are (even Verrues, ſeven capital Vices, feven 
(-) niſtory Defects, which came by original Sin, ſeven Planets, and I know 
of the Coun- not how many ſevens more ( / ), and therefore there are ſeven Sa- 
cil of Trent, l- Craments, neither more nor leſs. Riſam teneatrs ? 
2- Þ- 234-235 As to the Character impreſſed by three of them (viz. Baptiſm, 
Confirmation and Order) twas fo lietle underſtood by the Tre 
Fathers, that they could not agree what it meant, or where to 
lace it. One would have it to be a Quality, another to bea Re- 
ation 3 and of rhoſe who made it a Quality z ſome ſaid in was 
one kind of Quality, others that it was another, ſome placed ir 
in the Eflence of the Soul, ſome in the Underſtanding, ſome in 
(»)P. 239 Will, &c. (m). 


And in caſe the intention of the Prieſt be neceſſary, then as 


the Bilhop of Aſimori unanſwerably argued in that Council, If a 
Prieſt having charge of four or five thonſand Souls, be an Infidel, 
but a fi Hypocrite, 2nd in abſolving the Penitent, baptizing 


of 
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of Children, andconſecraring the Euchariſt, have no intention to. 

do what the Church doth, it muſt be ſaid; that the Children are, 

damned, the Penicent not abſolved, and that all remain without 

the Fruit of the Communion ( » ), And what an horrible abuſe () Hiſtory of 
is it, to make ſuch things as theſe Articles of Faith?: and impoſe he Council 
them upon all-Men, to be believed under peril of Damaati- ," © * 
ONn- 

C7.) The Dodtrine of Merits. That the good Works of 
juſtified pou be tr«ly meritorious, deſerve not only the in- 
—_ of Grace, bur @ternal Life , yea an increaſe of Glo- (a) Comtit 
I 4). Trident. , 
: Whereas the Scripture tells us, That owr goodneſs extends not te, can — 
God ( b); That not only all that we do, But all that we can ſuffer, is (5) Pal. 16.2. 
wot worthy ta be compared with the Glory that ſhall be revealed (c): That (c)Rom.8.18 
when we have done all thoſe things which are commanded us, we are 7 
ftill unprofitable Servants, and have done no more than what was our du- 
t9 (4). That we can give nothing to God, but what we have (Luk-17-10 
firſt received from himz that we are obliged to him for the 
good we do, as well as for that we receive; {ince all our ra 
Works are entirely owing to his Grace, are the free Gifts of his | 
Holy Spirit, who worketh in ws both to will and todo ( «& ). (2)Phil 2.15, 

Yea even Reaſon it ſelf teaches us, That whatſoever we are, 
and whatſoever we have, it is all received from him 3 that we 
can give nothing to him, that it ſhould be recompenced to us again 
thar the beſt Services we can perform are no matter of favour, 
but a Debt we owe him; and in caſe they were wholly our own, 
yet if put in che Ballance. with that exceeding and eternal weighe 
of glory, would be infiricely too light. 

Though therefore we readily grant, That our good Works, are 
not only Conditions, but ncelary Qualifhcations by which we 
are made meet to be partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints 
in light, and without which we are not ſo much as capable of 
enjoying it 3 though we do not condemn the Word Merit, in 
that large ſenſe in which it was uſed by the antient Doctors of 
the Church, as it ſignifies a Work that is praiſe-worthy, and to 
which God hath promiſed a Reward, as it denotes a Means ap- 
pointed by God, in order to the bringing us to Heaven: Yet 
we can in no wile grant, That any Works of ours, are truly, 
and in a proper fenle meritorious z but whatſoever right is there- | 
by acquired to eternal. Life, - it founded in the -gracious Pro: _ 

miſe 


eVaus 
25 Whbanlly txcludes f: » and 
him into a ſtate of Damnation 3 as all thoſe do, wo 
1 C#, 6. y, 16, 2nd every other wilful ſm. By Fanial, ſuch a 


or 

(a) P:114/4mwhinyned diciem Andifyon ak them, What Sans mn particular theic 
Viale ex viturajas,, © proyris Wenial Sins are, {carce any Sincan be named, bar 

ra"iont; &Evft ilind, quod tx ſts : : . 
O ſua natur4,th tam lrue & tam ed Caſuifts, 

mMinitum, ut non vated Uliquen L 
privare g1 21.1 dinvima, veut faces | | 
illum Dii inimicum, ou! eddeve 
i/lum dignum mote ateras. Al- 
honſ. de Caſirewtver(. Hirrel. 


- 12+ fol. 210. 


ver (0 euerous, the greareſtevit { which accor- 

ding to their Do&trine ) they can expoſe Man to, are no more 

chan che temporary pams df Purgatory ; and theſe { they tell us ) 

ps ores og x (© chap 8 rare, that there a3 ab Man an 

unhappy circamRances, but le may purchate has releaſe from 

them. Anda hartten remains to give check eo a Mans (unfol ap- 
petites ? 

(9. ) But for their looſneſs m Venials, Come may think they 
have mtnade amends by the '{everiry -of their Tzoctrime concerning 
Morml Sins. Porno Man (as their Church teaches) can obtam 
the pardon of theſe, withogr \confeftion to a Prieft, and /perior- 


mutt be compleac ; not only of the kinds, but of the particalar 
Sg., weather wh the circumittances which change the kind, 


ming the Penances he impoſes far them. And this Confeſſion, 


1414 


XUM 


(by Concdl. 
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Pergoce he enjoined proganinss .ta (6) 
Ge LE fuch Ga roqae 

by Chri {tes 3 B, nor 

SER 1 —; qty 
ES » | 

Sion of fin I 

alt KgBOran 


| change the 
kind > When perhaps his Confeſlor is. nat able to 


tell him? 
How ſhall he know, which Sins are Mortal, and which are Ve- 
nial ? when their molt learned Caluifisare at no agreement amang 
themſelves about thera, _ lays 15 Mane, ano: 
ther Gays is a0 more than Venial, their (eraphical Dodiorak 
firms, That wary Sins are believed _"— that are Mortal, and 
it is 4 meſs difficnlt thing te diſcerw the one the other (c). Be» © 
lides, I ay, Rane Eng boy ry EMS 8 (7) Wales enim feequinter 0+ 
_—_ os lye a 4 25 the matter is mand dur fe Vinia lia, 448 Marta- 

of Rome, it wholly defeats its Us jor, & viftelne at is 

als98s ARC ATEENR AVE TS 4. 2» 
Toe, Fe ES cena: 
Men in thew Church; Prieſt, the Bi yea the Pope 
himſelf not excepted? And who will be atran of the molt for- 
midable Sin, when my Penance impoſed for mis uſually rriflin 
A Teton ences 19 in For what ear RN gs 
to or greater enc 

can 2 Man Cifen © thus than, to purchate a pardon upon fo 4 
terms ? 

( 10,) I need not (hew, that the Doctrine of Purgatory, as 
raught by the Church of Zawe, caunor derive irs Pedigree, e cher 
from the Scripture, or the priminve Fathers; becauſe it is freely 
conkefled by many of he her own Members; that it hath no foun- 
dation im ether of them. Yea a hats karned Wricer of char 
Church, hath proved by great —_ of ES nk chat it 5 
plainly repugnant to Scripture, to Reaſan, to the j 
of the antient Church, and expoſed the vanity of  _ —_ 
ded Proofs which are comno\ly broaght for it ( 4). (1) Tos. Ang, 

Sax. dr media Animas wat [{aths 

And yet it is no wonder, that the Romiſh Clergy  zealouft 

contend for it, that the Councl of Tres hath eſtablithed i, 


and 
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(s) Butt. ſuper and that Pope Pius IV. hath pur it into the Roman Creed (+), be-" 
forman foe fe this is that by which they make ſpoil of *the people 


ment. Confeſſ. 


* enrich themſelves. This alone hath 


Fiden 


(ſ)De Indy'gentiit pauca d#ci puſ- 
fant per ct titudinem, quia ntcScrl- 
wa expreſſe de tis loquitur : ſan- 
i etiam, ut Ambroſexs, Hil. Aug. 
Mitron.minime loquuntur dt Ins. 
gentis. Durand. [.4. dift. 20. 9.3, 
(g) De ortu Indulgentiarum, 6 
certituds habert poſſet, weritati broueht the 
indagande. opem ferret : wirum 
quia nulla ſacre Scripture, nulla 
priſcorum Doflorum, Gratorum 
aut Latinorum, authoricas ſeri- 


and 
erected and richly endowed 
many fair Abbies and Monaſteries ; this hath founded many Col-: 
leges, Chappels and Chantryes z this hath ſet up and maintained 
the gainful Trade of Indulgences and Maſfes : Let the people be 
once diſabuſed, and rightly informed in this Point, Maſles tor the 
Dead will grow out of faſhion, and Indulgences will be deſpiſed 
as nothing worth. F 
( 11. ) The Doctrine of Indulgences is another new Article of 
the Roman Creed. This is generally owned by the learned Ro- 
maniſts themſelves : In particular, D»wrandus ( one of their famous 
Schoolmen ) acknowledges, That /ittle that is certain can be 
ſaid concerning them, becauſe the Scripture ſpeaks 
not expreſly of them, and the holy Fathers, $. Am- 
broſe, S. Hilary, S. Auguſtine, and S. Jerom, 
make mo mention of them (f), And Cardinal 
Cajetas grants, That no ſacred Scripture, no Atu- 
thority of the antient Dettors, Greek, or Latin, hath 
ioinal of them to our knowledge ('g ). 
no wonder, becauſe their Original bears a 
much later date than either the Sacred Scrip- 
tare, or the Authority of the antient Doctors ; 


+ wg harhy os deduxit nti- for the learned Romaniſt before mentioned tells 
my ) ergy meets os, Thar for t he could find, Indulgences 


tr Scholafticorum etatim, quod ſci. 
«m,laſpicio nu{l2, De medio Ani- 
marum ſtatu,Demenſ. 27, 


were: not thought on, before the Age of the 
Schoolmen (+), That is till twelve hundred 
Years after Chriſt ; and therefore no mention 
is made of them by Gratia», or the Maſter of the Sentences. 

It is true, That in the Primitive Church, fevere and long Pe- 
nances were impoſed upon {ſcandalous Offenders, the rigour of 
which, upon weighty Conſiderations, was ſometimes moderated 
by the Biſhop and chis Relaxation was called bythe name of 


Indulgence. But the Popiſh: Indulgences are quite of another 
nature z for they ſuppoſe a Treaſure in the- Church, made up of 
the Merits of Chriſt and the Saints (the Saints muſt be added to 


ſupply the defe&t of Chriſt's Merits) which is wholly at the 
Popes diſpoſal, which therefore he diſpenſes to others as he thinks 
fit, to diſcharge thern from thoſe Temporal Puniſhments ro-which 
ahey are obnoxious, far their Venial Sins,. in Purgatory.. . 


Nor. 


XUM 
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Nor are theſe Indulgences (as the PraRice of their Church- is 
limited to the Souls in Purgatory, and to thoſe Puniſhments whi 
we dr 1 vote — _ _ to - NING 
who will pay for them z or all Sins,ve they never ſo engrmious. * 

To ſuch an exceſs of Abomination, were the Do&rne and 
Practice of Indulgences grown, about the time of the Reforma- 
tron 3 ſuch an intolerable Reproach were they to our Holy Reli- 
gion, that the more fober Romaniſts themſelves cry'd ſhame on 
them (7). : (i) Eſprneeus 

(12.) Another Error (and that which is, indeed, the main Foun- 7 <P !- Ep- 
dation of many of thoſe already mention'd, and of many more |... c 1s. 
which follow under the next Head), is this, That unwritten T1a- x-(1 30. Eps 
ditions ought to be added to the Holy Scriptures, to ſupply their 57. 
defet; and ought to be receiv'd as of equal Authority with 


em. ; 

Whereas the Scriptures themſelves, (which the Romaniſts ac- 
knowledge to be an infallible, tho but an imperfect Rule) do fre- 
quently bear witneſs of their own Sufficiency, as to all Matters 
neceſlary to Salvation (a): I fay, af Matters neceſſary to Salvation ; (a) Pſe!. 19.7- 
becauſe we do not aſſert, that all things belonging to Rites and 7 20: 3*- 
Ceremonies, and to the external Polity of the Church, are con- * 77" % 1% 
rain'd in them, except only in general Rules, by which the parti- 
cular Determination of them 15 committed to the Diſcretion of 
our Governors; but we affirm, that there is no Article of Faith, 
or Rule of Life, that is neceſlary to be believ'd or practis'd, that 
is not either in expreſs words contain'd in them, or by evident 
conſequence may be deduced from them 3 ſo that ſuppoling them 
A be the Word of. God, we need no- other Rule in ſuch 

tters. 

And 'tis certain, that theancient Fathers were ofthe ſame Judg- 
ment. I ſhall produce the words of S. A»ſtiz only. I thoſe Matters, 
ſaith he, which are plainly placed in Scripture, all thoſe things are found, 
which contain Faith, and the Manners of Holy Living, Viz. Hope and 
Charity (b). In which words he affirms, not only 
that all things belonging to Faith and Manners are (6) i iis que pete in Serie 
—_— = that oy «x paaly _ - the —_ —— = 

ipture.And in another place the fame Father ſays, 97777 Pe continen , 

If as Angel from Heaven ſa preach to you, any this _— or Hana | 
concerning Chriſt, or his Church, or concerning any thing |. 2. c. 9. | 
which belongs to Faith or Life, beſides what you have 


? 


rEcerued: 
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received in the Writings of the Lew and the Goſpel, Ir him bb «- 


(c) Projnde þi- curſed (On 
fve de tjus E:ctefer, (OR qrecwry; tie tt, que peetinee ad Stem wht amy I &e. Ang com. 


tra liceras Petil, bk 3-c.& 


'Tis rrue, the Fathers in their Conteſts with Hereticks, do fre- 
_—_ prefs them with the Traditioa of the Cathalick Church 1 
t then it mult be remembered, that the Hereticks, againſt 
whom they —_— = as _ the Ge Anthony 
of ee Or a 


ro - 
leaded that 0 (Om Sis thac 
color Hey nigh or go "their own Weapons, the Fa- 
CT On on. Buc _e cover i | 

— as another —$\ of God, or fought, won to eſtabk 
as an Article 0 or a Warſhip, 
the they waghe wap CT Wat - <: 
Cturch of Rome does, which under pretence WE Aakey'% Tradi- 


o-_ fuch as are falſe and impious, plain! rep 
Sciprre, and 10 Prinze Dogtrine 2nd Pace : ” 
I may not be over tedious, 1 forbear to mention many 


other Errors m DoCtrine, ad proceed rothe next ganeral Head of 


2, The Church of Reme hath not only err'd in Dodtrines of 
Faith, but hath al groſly fwerv'd from that Rule of Worſhip 
which Chriſt hath given us, and from the Practice of the Primi- 
tive Church; and fet up a Worſhip of their own invention in 
_ oppotition thereunto. I fhall mitance in fome Parti- 
culars 

Firſt, In having tyeir publick Worſhip inan unknown Tongue. 
This is expreſly condemn'd by ow Church, as a Practice plainly 


+ ,-— 7 wth and and to the Cuſtom of the Primi- 
)its « uve 


ch (4), 


repugnant * 'o the word of God, and the Cuſtom of the R imutivl Charch, to bawe publich Prayers in the 
” Church, o to adminiſter the Sacraments in a Tongue net wnder{ood of the People, Articles of Religion 


- Anno 1562, Art, 24- 


That 


DOE 47 14 Clmreb ſpecialty and <hiefy 'te 
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| Thatit is repugannt to the Ward'of God, no man ca 
be, plainly capa what is written in the foarteenth Chapeer 
pos warty tw the Carimiizns, m which the Apallle {o gi- 
with ſuch vatiety of Arguments, confures this wure2- 
SIE. that 'tis as ealie ey midnight and noonday 
Wee, as £0 recondlr them one 40 rhe other. 
Nor is it Jeſs CO the Cuſtom of the Prinurive Church 
That in the farſt of Chiſtianity, every Chriſtian Church 
hed oe art Prayers nd Adminiſtration of the Sacrameats in 
aheir owa Tongue, I aced not prove, ny Ns the Teltimones of 
thoſe Rates os who liv'd in thoſe Ages; becauſe the learned mein 
of the Church of Reme, do themſelves conſe(s i it, which & a Proof 
or camncng, thana thouland other Wincdes. Out of many 
fler themſelves, I ſhall produce a few, whoſe Authority 
is beyond ExCEPUOR. 
Thew Aguinas grants, That it was Madneſs in the Priomi- 
tive Clarch, to ſpeak, in 4 Tomgue ut rider ſtood 5, becauſe they were rus: 
im Eccleſiaftical Rites, and dit nat hraw thyſe things that were done, aw - 
leſs they were expounded : But now, (aith he, that all are infrated, 
tho all things ave ſpoken iu the Latin Tongue, hwow what is dawe in 
the ns. (e). Cardinal FBellarmine ——_z Su the Primiciye (©) 11vin- 
times, hrcanſe the Chriſtians were few, all favs is the Church, ger 
id anſwer « in the divine Offices ; but afiermard tir P cople encr » C. 14. Sc. ge - 
6 was leſe to te Clergy wine to perfern Progers and Provjes is 
Church (f), Mr. Harding 0 thus Exception of the Proceltaats, (f) Bll, 4: 
#8. Paul requires that the People giue afſeut to the Prieſt by en weriay to u9404 B45. ate. 
his Prayers wwade 41 the Congreg ation, rexarns this anſwer: Jardly in © 1% 
the Primitive Clumrch this was neceſſary, when the Faich was 4 de araing ; 
«nd therefore the Prayers were made then tn 4 common Tongac, luaws 20 
#6e Prople, for cauſe of their further inflreFtrion, who os 
aerred 10 the Faith, and of Pam maile Chriftians , that nach wwall 
things. to tot aught, &c. Amr again, #herew iS, Baul ſeemeth to diſ- 
«low pr aying «tb [a '(trange] Tere in the conmen Aſentdhy; beraxfe - 
of mwaxt of rdiſyiny, wind to <ftocrm the uiherance of fine words ar Sentences 
with under ſtanding of bus meaning, that the veſt may be infirutted therelg, 
more 1.4 ton thouſand words ina ftrovge ani nutnonn Tongue ; mit ries 
45 bo- be weferned to the State of that tie, which 45 ouch wniihe the Srave 
ofthe Charch we be naw -n : They needed iuftrutbian, we be not ignorant, 
of the chief Hints of Religion : __—_— torbe tavpht in all things 5 we 


be -tangght at the Service , = T 


= 
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to prey, and tobe tanght by preaching : Their Prayer was net available 
for lack of Faith, and therefore was it to bermade in the wulgar Tonghe 
for encreaſe of Faith; onr Faith will ſtand us in better ſtead, if we give 
(2) Ls our ſelves to devout Prayer ( g). us we fee he grants, that the 
Deviſ.a8.830. ublick Prayers were in the Apoſtolical times in the vulgar 
ongue, and that 'twas neceſlary fo ſhould be ; but nothing can 
be more falſe and abſurd than the reaſon he gives, why 'ewas ne- 
ceſlary then, and not now. Add to theſe the infallible Teſti- 
mony of Pope Gregery VII. who tho he would not permit the 
Celebration of Divine Offices in the Sclavonian Tongue z yer 
confe(s'd that the Primitive Church had them in the vulgar 

(b) Hiſtory of Language (h). 
- fog up? f So that by the Confeſſion of the Romaniſts themſelves, the 
p.s738, Church of Erg/and has in this Point no further departed from the 
Church of Rome, than the Church of Rowe hath from the anciear 
Church. If they can inſtance in any Church in the World, that 
for above five hundred years after Chriſt, worthip'd God in a Lan- 
5 that the People did not underſtand , we will yield the 
uſe. 

And may it-not juſtly be matter of amazement, that for rhe 
ſerving of ſome poor worldly ends, the Church of Rome ſhould 
introduce a Practice, that renders the Worſhip of God uſeleſs and 
inſignificant? That deſtroys not only the end of Prayer, but is in- 
conſiſtent with the nature of it? That is fo abſurd 'and nnrea- 
ſonable, that S. Pa»! thought they deſerv'd tobe reckon'd Mad-men, 
(3) 1 cor. 14+ who in ſuch ſort pray toGod (5). 

Bs So evident is this; that many great men of the Church of 
Rome, acknowledge it would be better to have the publick Offices 
in the vulgar Tongue. So Cardinal Cajeta» confelles, That accor- 
ding to the Dottrine of $. Paul, 'tis more for the edification of the Church, 

that the publick Prayers ſhould be ſaid in a Tongue common to the Clergy 
te a. and People, than in Latin (k), And Mr. Harding 
nl? cs cis eft ad dif ſays, 1 grant they (viz. the People). cannot ſay Amen, to 


— 


eationem Keclefie, orationts pub- 
 licas , que audimte poyuls di 
cuntur, Aics lingua communi Cle- 
rica © Populo,quam dici latine. 
Comment. in c. 14. Ep. 1. ad 
Corjath. 

(1) Artic. 3.'Diviſ. 29, 

(m) I, 6. * . 


the Bleſſing or Thankggiving of the Prieſt, ſo well as if 


they underſtood the Latin Tongue perfetth (|), And 
Father Pas! Gout the Latin Service a great 
Corruption and Abuſe; as we may fee in his 
Hiſtory of the Council of Trex: (m). In which 
he alſo tells us, That #n the Roman Pontifical, there 
remaipeth yet a Form of the Ordingtion of Readers in the 

Church, 


[41) 
Church, ju which it is ſaid; that fa rel bf on = 


Dang MEE, 


d, ROI OA Or cher is mk by ade 


ved both by him that ſaid it, and by him that heard it (+): (f) ſtory of 
p 3, _— 4 ion is the propitiatory Sacri of the Trnn,s 
Maſs. The Church of Engi/amrd doth: not quarrel ar the name of 
Sacrifice ; ſhe not only grants, bur afferts, that the Euchariſt is a 
CEE Fathers, w frequent! -_ —_ _ 

of the ancient y it a Remem- 
brance or 00, 2 Reſemblance or Repreſentation of 
the Sacrifice which Chriſt cace olir@upan ig tcok (9). Andf (o) Bulb. De. 
this is as much as Cafſavder ſeems to mean by it (p) £19. On Ink 


xa 3u6- 

F, $ Arenjevt — rc —_—_C__TTTT TD GryGlt Hom: 17. in 
ried. 

+. Caſſand Conſult. Art4 24- de Sacrificio Cory, & ſang. Chris. 


pope repay gon nn ty er bur Chrift 
CL Le have it) is truly and properly ſacrificed ; thar is, 
according to their own notion of a Chriſt is truly and 
Cetice pam open ng un _ Ferid exve 
(as Bellarmine tells us (9)) ced, muſt be 


ors pe he he ig fr + mat be 


(q) De AGfſe. 
+ L1.c.2.K C27 


Holy place every year with the Blood of others, Tf tow nafi ofie have 
ſuffer d from the Foundation of the World, But now once in the end of 

the World, bath be axyoer'd 1 put away fin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, *® 
And as it is appointed to men once to dye, but after this the ſudgment 3 

fo Chriſt was once er d to bear the fins of many r). Andagain: Thar (, Heb. 9.2%, 
after Chrift had offer d one Sacrifice for ever, he ſate down' on the right 26, 27, 28. 
hand of God, And that _ he hath d for ever them 

that are ſanftified ( 5), argues the per- (s) Hb. 10, 
fection of Chriſt's Sacrifice, above rs of the Law, becauſe 10, 12, 14 
thoſe were offer'd year by year, but the Sacrifice of Chriſt's Bod 

was offer'd once for All; Chriſt "_ rid in the Maſs 

the Sacrifice of Chriſt muſt be — much more defective, 7 


of 


' 


*®- 


ſ 


Sh 


- of the Law: for one Sacrifice of Expiation for the whole Con- 


grepation of Iſrael, was cient for the whole year z 
eas the Sacrifice of Chriſt's Body is repeated every day : 
Yea, for one (ingle Perſon he may þe Giliced a thouſand times 
over, and this Sacrifice ſo often repeated, and a thouſand times 
more, may perhaps be of fo little Virtue, as not toprocure the re- 
leaſe of that- one oyage Soul out of Purgatory. 

Conſider further, that this is inconſiſtent with the end they 
aſſign of Sacrifice, which is to teſtiie our ſubjection to Ged ; 
whuch cannot be done by offering up God himſelf in Sacrifice ; 
for what we offer in Sacrifice, we are not ſubject to, but have the 
__ of, and dominion over it. 

ides all this, 'tis a piece of Worſhip more abſurd and impious, 
than was ever pradtisd by the moſt barbarous Heathen ; they 
indeed ſometimes offer'd their Sons and Daughters in Sacrifice, 
but we never read that they were ſo ſottiſh, as to make a Sacri- 
fice of their God. And therefore our Church hath deſervedly 
condemn'd the Sacrifices of Maſles, as blaſphemous Fables, and 


(a) 4ti:1t: of dangerous Deceits (a). 
Aligion,ammo (2) The ſolitary Maſs, in which the Prieſt alone, who Canſe- 
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(c) Af.20. 7. 


crates, Communicates, can no way be reconciled, either with the 
Dodtrine and Inſtitution of Chriſt, who when he had broken the 
Bread, gave it to his Diſciples, and ſaid, take ye, eat ye; and com- 
manded his Diſciples to doas he had done : Or, with the words of 
S. Pas! to the Corinthians, who ſuppoſes them to meet together to 
eat the Lord's Body, and commands them to ſtay one for ano- 
ther (5). And from this meeting, the Sacrament was call'd by 
the Ancients, Hnaxs, the Collection or gathering together of the 
Faithful; as itis by us ſtill call'd the Communion. 

Furthermore, 'tis inconſiſtent wich the nature and intendment 
of the Sacrament 3 which is a Feaſt of Love, and deſign'd to unite 
us more cloſely together in brotherly Love one to another, by 
repreſenting to us, by our eating together at the ſame Table, and 
partaking of one and the ſame Loaf, that we all belong to one Fa- 
mily, and are Children of one Father. 

'Tis contrary to the Practice of the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians z 
who were wont to aflemble on the firſt day of the week to break 
Bread (c). And that jt was unknown to the Chriſtian Church tor 
many Ages, is freely confe(s'd by the Romaniſts themſelves : 


Even Belarmine grants, that we no where expreſly read, that the 
Sacrifice 


% 2 


[43 ] 
Sacrifice was offered by the Ancients, without ſome one or more - 
communicating beſides the Prieſt (4); tho 'tis true, he ſays, we () as Cd 
may, by many conjectures, collect that it was : but how weak #2 <9 
his Conjectures are, will be evident to any man who will be at® 
the pains to read them. Harding confeſles, that in the Primitive 
Church, the People receiv'd every day with the Prieſt z and that 
private Maſs came in afterward by the negligence and indevotion 
of the People (e). Caſſander queſti whether ſolitary Maſs ck oh 
carhe not firſt into uſe after the days of Gregory the Great, (that "** 7 
is more than fix hundred years after Chriſt) and ſhews, how at 
its firſt riſe, it was difallow'd and condemn'd, not oaly by parti- 
cular Perſons, but by ſome Councils (f). *Tis plain, that it was Wipes 
not in uſe in the Church of Reme in ancient times, and that it can- {;z" 1,7, 
not be reconcil'd with the Roman Office as it now ſtands, in 
which rhe Prieſt prays and gives thanks, not only for himſelf, but 
for the Communicants. And what a mockery 1s it, for the Prieſt 
to ſay, The Lord be with you, lift np your hearts, and let us give Thanks 
to the Lord God, when he hath not ſomuch as one that partakes with 4 
him ? And therefore the Church of _ hath , upon good t: 
grounds, aboliſh'd ir, and ordain'd, that ſhall beno Celebra- 
tion of the Lords Supper, except there be a convenient number to 


communicate (g ). | (2) Kubrick of 
(4.) Another inſtance of groſs Corruption in Worſhip, is the {7 


half Communion. That Chriſt inſtituted and adminiſter'd the 

Euchariſt under both kinds, and that it was likewiſe fo admini- 

ſter'd by the Primitive Church, I need nor prove, becauſe it is 

exprelly granted by the Council of Conftarce, which ſacrilegiouſly 

forbad the Cup to the Lairy. For the, ſaith the Council, Chriſt 

inſtitmted and adminiſter d to hus Diſciples, this venerable Sacrament un- 

der both kinds of Bread and Wines, and although, in the Primitive Church, 

it was receiv'd by the Faithful under both kinds ;, yet notwithſtanding, for 

the avoiding of ſome Dangers and Scandals, this Cuſtom is, upon reaſon- 

able grounds, introduc'd, that it be received by Lay people under the kind 

of x 4 And then commands, that no Prieſt (hall adminiſter 

it in kinds to any Lay-man under pain of Excommuni- 

cation ( « ). (a) Concil, 

It may be preſum'd, that the Scandals weregreat, and the Rea- £9 Sefſ- 13+ 

ſons weighty, that mov'd the Councilto make a Decree in plain ; 

dehance to Onriſt's Inſticution : I ſhall therefore mention them, 

and leave them to the jecgment of the Reader. John Gerſon, 
3 * who 
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who was himſelf preſent at the Council, in a Treatiſe which he 
writ in defence of that Decree, hath told us they were theſe. 


Chriſt would ceaſe to be there, and pure Vinegar would be adminifter'd for 

the Blood of Chriſt, (tho by the way, if the conſecrated Wine 
tranſubſtantiated, it ſeems ſtrange, that it ſhould degenerate into 
Vinegar.) Beſides, in Summer, Flies may be generated, and ſometimes 
it may putrefic and become loathſome, and ſome might loath to drink it , 
brcanſe many others had drank of it before, 6, Wine would be chargeable, 
eſpecially in ſuch places where it is ſcarce, There would be, moreever, 
danger of freezing in Winter , and there would be further danger, in 
giving occaſions many ways to the People to believe that which us falſe, 
As that Lay-men,as to the receiving of the Sacrament, are of equal Dignity 
by Gofle with Prieſts A _ I» Toghrtu! Dangers and __ 

ach £0. Scandals, whic y might ariſe from permitting t 

0 oct Cup to the Laity. And ts it not ſtrange, that ſach Reaſons as 
ſecie. e, ſhould move the Council to depart from Chriſt's Inſticu- 
tion ? eſpecially when confirm'd with that emphatical command, 
(c) Mat. 25.27 drink ye all of it (Cc); and when that command had been inviolably 
obſerv'd, not only by the Primitive, but by the whole Church, 
Greek and Latin, Eaſtern and Weſtern, for twelve hundred 
years after Chriſt > For Cardinal Bona grants, that the whole 
Church, both Lay and Clergy, for about one thouſand two hun- 
dred years, received in both kinds, even in the Church of Rewe 
(4d) 4 —_ it ſelf (4). And Gregory de Valentia (tho a Jeſuit) tells us, that the 
DE Dans, Cuſtom of communicating in one kind, began to be generally re- 
ceived, even in the Latin Church, not long before the Council of 


it n . 
(ce) Pn. Conſtance (e), which began in the year 1414. 
ſuttuds in Ec» 
cleſia Latina iſe gentralis non mu'to ante tempore Concilii Conflan'itnſis; in quo tandem gro lege ab 
omnibus tam conſuttadinem eſſe babendam, decritum eſt, Greg. de Valent. de legicimo uſu Eucha- 
rift, c- 10. 


And that this !nnovation might be remov'd, and the whole Sa- 
crament adminiſter'd according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, was earneſtly 
defired, not only by Proteſtants, but by many Poyiſh Princes and 
Churches, as is manifeſt by their requeſts ro chat purpoſe, made 
tO 
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reduce them 3 but to retain thoſe who as yet 
eg erPoneen fo 
ors W ented to 4 
Tas the Kingdom of Bohemia would never be ſatisfied without 
Cup z but that there were Catholicks in Hwngeria, Auftria, Mo- 
ravia, Sileſia, Carinthia, Carniela, Stiria, Bavaria, Szevia, and other 
parts of Germary, who delired the with great Zeal; that 
therefore his Majeſty demanded it, not for the Hereticks, but for 
the Catholicks only (yg). | (8)P- $28,528 
Tho theſe already mentioned are Corruptions, whicti loudly 
ge bor: a Reformation; yet behold greater Abominations than 
ez As, 
G) The giving Divine Worſhip to the conſecrated Bread in 
the Euchariſt. This the Church of Englierd hath declared to be 
abominable Idolatry (+). (h) The Sacres | 


mental 
and Wint remais ſtill in their very natural Subſtances, and therefore may not be adored, for that watts 
Ido{atry to be abbor'd of all faithful Chriſlians. Ruvrick after the Communion. 


And that it can be no leſs, is granted by many learned men of 
the Church of Reme, in caſe the Bread and Wine, after Confecra 
tion, be not really changed into the natural Body and Blood of 
Con = _ bh voy - ſubſtance, that they were 

ore. that there is no ſubſtantial Change wrought in chem,. 
we are fully aflured by Senſe, by Reaſon, by Scripture, and b 
the Authority of the ancient Church 5 and if are not (u 
cient Grounds of aſſurance, we can be aflured of nothing z- buc 
for ought we know, even we our ſelves, and all chat 1s in the 
World, may be nothing but Phantaſm and Deluſion. 

But ſuppoſe, that upon due Conſecration of the Elements, ſuch 
an incredible Change were wroughtz yet no man can be ſure that 
it iS indeed wrought, and by conſequence that he is not guilty af 
foul Idolatry. The reaſon is evident, becauſe upon the Principles 
of the Church of Rome, the Conſecration depends upon ſuch a 

number: 
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number of Uacertainties, that no man can ever be certain that it 
is duly made. - For if he be not a true Prieſt that Conſecrates; 
if he do not pronounce the words of Conſecration, and pronounce 
them aright; if he do not intend to conſecrate, but to abuſe the 
People, then no Conſecration follows, and conſequently no ſub- 
ſtancial e is ef . And if the Roman Dodtrine be true, 
is it poſſible for the People, or for che Prieſt himſelf to know, 
that he is a true Prieſt? no mancan be ſo, who is not baptiz'd 
by a Prieſt, whoſe intention was right in a him; and or- 
dained by a Biſhop who intended to do what the Church does: 


c 
And who can tell, whether the Prieſt chat baptiz'd him, or the 
Biſhop that ordain'd him, had a right Intention?: And can any man 
tell, beſides the Prieſt himſelf that conſecrates, whether he pro- 
nounces the words of Conſecration, or pronounces them as he 
ought, when the words are utter'd with fo low a voice, thatnone 
can hear what he ſays? And none certainly but himſelf, and the 
Searcher of Hearts can tell, whether the Prieſt, when he pretends 
ro conſecrate, may not intend to mock the People. Now in theſe 
caſes no Conſecration follows, but the Bread remains Bread ſtill, 
and a Wafer only is worſhip'd inſtead of Chriſt. 

And if any ſay, theſe caſes are rare. Let a Biſhop of the Church 

(i) 87be of of Rome anſwer (i). Would ts God ({ays he) they were ſo, and that 
i. Hiſtory 5x this corrupt Age, we had not cauſe to doubt they were many. But ſuppoſe 

of a __ they are very few, or but only one : Let there be a knave Prieſt who faineth, 
—_ '** and hath not an intention to adminiſler the true Baptiſm to a Child, who 
after being a grown man, is created Biſhop of a great City, and liveth 

many years in that charge, ſo that he hath ordained a great part of the 

Priefts : it muſt be ſaid, that he being no: baptiz.'d, is not ordain'd, nor 

they ordained who are promoted by him. So that in that great City, there 

will be neither Euchariff, nor Confeſſion, becauſe they cannot be without 

the Sacrament of order, nor order without a true Biſhop, neither can he re- 

ceive order who is not baptized, Behold millions of Nultities of Sacra- 

ments, by the malice of one Miniſter, in one Aft only. SO many uncer- 

tainties does Conſecration depend upon in the Church of Rome , 

that it may ſeem highly probable, that not one Sacrament in an 

hundred is duly conſecrated, and by conſequence, not one Perſon 

in an hundred that worſhips the Hoſt, bur in ſo doing, according 

to their own Dodtrine, he gives that worthip to Bread, that is due 


to God only. 
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It will not fave them harmle(s, nor ſo'much as excuſe them, 
to fay that they verily believe it not to be Bread, but the very 
Son of God ; fince if they do (0, their miſtake muſt be gro'ly 
wilful ; there being no ſuch exact likeneſs between Chriſt and a 
bit of Bread, that any Man can miſtake the one for the other, who 
is not reſolved fo to do. 

(6.) To make a Picture of God, is forbidden by God himſelf 
in the Holy Scripture. Take ye therefore good heed to your ſelves, 
ſaith God to the Jews, (for ye ſaw no manner of ſimilitude in the day 
the Lord ſpake to youin Horeb, out of the midſt of the Fire ) leſt ye cor- 
rupt your ſelves, and make you 4 graven Image, &C. (a). (4) Diat 4-159 

'Tis repugnant to the very nature of God, who is a Spirit, ** 
and can no more be repreſented by a bodily ſhape, than a 
Thought can. Tr is an intolerable _ to, and infinitely dero- 
gates from his peerleſs perfections. It was judged an abſurd and a 
wicked thing, by the antient Chriſtians, as Caſſander confeſles, 
and quotes S. Avgsſtin for the proof of it (5), Wwe believe, faith (b) caſſard. 
that Father, (| ing of Chriſt, that he jits at the right Hand of Conſu.t Art.28 
God the Father ;, 4nd yet it is not to be thought, that God the Father us 
circumſcribed by a humane ſhape 1, that thoſe that think of kim ſhould con- 
ceive, that he hath either a right-ſide or 4 left 5, or for that the Father is 
ſaid to fit, is it to be ſuppoſed, that it is done with bended Knees, leſf 
we fall ints that Sacrilege, for which the Apoſtle abhorrs thoſe, who chan- 

ged the Glory of the incorruptible God, inte the likeneſs of corruptible 
AMan? For ſuch an Image of God it is unlawful for a Chriſtian to 
place in the Temple , much more deteſtable, to place it in his Heart 
(c ), Which Words plainly ſhew, what the Judgment of Chri- (<) 4*2 4 , 
ſtians in this matter was, four hundred Years after Chriſt. oo _ þ 

It was condemned by the wiſer fort of Heathens, as a thing 
altogether unſuitable to the Divine Nature. Yea, that very 
Council which decreed that the Image of Chriſt, and the Saints 
ſhould be worſhipped, thought it not only unlawful, but abſurd 
and impoſſible to make an Image of that Being which is Spi- 
ritual, Inviſible and Ihcomprehenſible (4). And Dwrandus, one (4) concit.vte 
of their learned Schoolmea ſays 3 It is a fooliſh thing to make ©4292 4me 
Images to repreſent God (e). 4 & Attiont7. 

And yet the practice of the Church of Reme, not only now, dice ad Con- 
bur. many Years before the Reformation, was to picture the tantinum &> 
Father, and the adorable Trinity 3 and fo generally hath this pra- ** 


Rice obtained, that Bellarmine makes that an Argument to prove (©) 63.08 
- the 
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7) well. 4+ the Jawfalneſs of it (f). Fr ww, faith he, ſach kind of Image; 


Inagin.12.C.9. are almoſt} every where received, and it is not credible, That the Church 
would wniverſally tolerate that which is unlawful. He fays they are 
almoſt every where received, and that the Church did ni 
colerate them ; but in that he ſays, they are mow received, he plai 
ly grants, that they were antiently rejected. 

.) Another groſs Corruption in the Worſhip of Ree, which 
rendred the Reformation neceſlary, was the Worſhip of Images. 
This alſo the Church of __ hath condemned as Idolatrous, 

* andproveditto be (o, by Authority of Gods Holy Word, 

(s) Homily + and by the Teſtimonies of the antient Fathers ( « ), 

7 tag # I hallnot mention the many Scriptures in which God pfohi- 
bits, and expreſles his abhorrency of this —_ ry and 
dreadfully threatens thoſe who practiſe it ; for that w be to 
tranſcribe a great __ the Bible.  Whoſoever can reconcile it 
with the ſecond mandment, he need not doubt, but he may 
make Perjury, and Murther, and Theft, and falſe Witneſſing to 
become Vertues : Which is indeed no more than the Church of 
Rome does : For to break Faith with Hereticks, to rob and falſe- 
ly accuſe them, yea and to murther them too, are in their Divi- 
ry gout Virtues and nec Duties. 

far were the Primitive Chriſtians from worſhipping of Ima- 

£5 that many of the moſt learned of them, thought it was a 

in ſo much as to make them ; and others who did not ſcruple 

the making them , yet thought it unlawful co have them in 

Churches, though for no other uſe than Ornament : And when 
ſome in the fourth Century, thought they might be permitred 
in Churches, they notwithſtanding abhorred the thoughts of gi- 
ving any manner of Worſhip to them: All which are fo fully 

(b)BibopTay- proved by learned Men of our own Church ( 5), that I forbear 

lor, Dr.Sil- to infiſt upon them : Though it is a matter that needs not proof, 

lingfleer, &c. hecauſe it is confeſſed by Caſſander, That the antient Chriſtians 

(c) caſſend. had a great abhorrency for all Veneration of Images ( « ). 


- Conſult. Art.2z Tt is certain the Pope himſelf was an enemy to mp Wer 


for fix hundred Years after Chriſt ; for Gregory the Great, to a 
certain Recluſe, who deſired the Image of Chriſt, expreſly an- 
ſwered, That Images were not to be worſhipped, And 1n his 
Epiſtle to Serenws Biſhop of Marſeilles, though he blame him 
for breaking the Images in pieces, yet he praiſes him, for that 
he would not ſuffer them to be worſhip'd 3 he thought they might 
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that they ſhould be adored, 

Pi&ure, another thing to 
Picture, what is to be adored ; If any ? 
do not forbid him 3 but by all means avoid 


them (e 
But -4 that they were once brought intv Churches, Men 
came by little and lictle ro worſhip them; till at length it was 
eſtabliſhed for a Law in the ſecond Council of Nice, that they 
were to be ſet up in Churches, to the end that they might be 
worſhipped and that with true and proper Worlhip ; and all thoſe 
were anathemized who durſt fay the contrary; which Decree was 
confirmed by the fourth Council at Conſtantinople, and afterwards by 
the Council of Trene. 
And though the Worſhip decreed by that Council, was of an 
eter a= yet yy — a" _ it _— by the 
ur Rome tO ſupreme Worſhip which is proper to 
God himſelf. For before Lather's time the approved Do&rine of 
that Church was, That the very ſame Worthip was to be given 
to the , that was to be given to the perſon repreſented by 
itz and to the Images of God and of Chriſt, the 
Worſhip of Larria, that is, Thar Worſhip which belongs to Ged 
ever all bleſſed for ever. And ſuch as their Doctrine was, ſuch 
was their Praticez infomuch that Caſſaxder complains, That 
their Worſhip of Images, and their vanity in making and adorning them 
was nothing inferior to that of the Heathens (f ). We may add, It Conſult, 
there was any difference berween Heathen and Chriſtian Rome, it ©4410 Are 
ſeems to be thisz that the latter hath outdone the former, in 3" $imuzcirge 
this piece of Idolatry. Add to this, | . 
(8.) Their ſolemn Prayers to Saints departed, and that not to in- 
tercede for them, but to beſtow upon them thoſe Temporal and 
iritual Blefſings they ſtand in need of 3 which was the praRtice 
the Church of Rome, and made a part both of their private 
oy? —_—_ Devotions, long before the Reformation. 
ow were it {0 good and profitable to invoke the Saints, as 
the Council of Tre: teaches 3 it is ſtrange that ſo great a Lover of 
Mankind as S. Pai, when he ſo frequently commands vs to pray, 
and hath left ſo many dire&ions — Prayer, ſhould =L 
ly forget to teach us this Leſſon. Can it be ſuppoſed a Worſhip 
0 pleaſing to God, —— not given us the leaſt intima- 
tion 


(c)1 g.Epiſt.9 
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tion-in bis: Word that ir is fa? For that it hath no foundation in 
we may be aſſured, —_—__—_ a Man of the Church 

of Rowe, as Cardinal P.rrex acknow! that neither Precepr, 

nar Example, is there to be found for itz and when other 

leamed Doors of that Church , not only confe6 the fame, 

but alſo - us ſeveral Reaſons, why no mention is made of ir 
either in the Old or New Teftament. 

But this is not all. There is not only nothing in Scripture for 
it, but much againſt it: For we are there frequently taught, to 
offer up our Prayers to God alone; through that «ne Atedrator be- 
tweeu God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſws. 

And had the Fathers been of opinion, that Saints might be in- 
vaked 3 could they have thought the Invocation of Chriſt, a 
Argument to prove his Divinity > Would they have accuſed the 
Arians of Idolatry for worſhipping him, becauſe they ſuppoſed him 
to be no more than a Creature > Could they be 10 fottiſh as to 
deride the Heathens for worſhipping dead men, bad them- 
ſelves worſhipped fuch> And would not the Heathens re- 
torted their Sarcaſms > When Heathens and J&ws both, fo often 
reproached the Chriſtians, for worſhipping one that was crucified ; 
had they worſhipped noe only him, but tis Apoſtles and Diſciples 
too, would they not much more have reproached them for that ? 
But what need of Arguments to prove it, when the Fathers them- 
telves yrs tell us, that they made their Prayers. to God 
alone 2 


Alezand. St90- *Tis unreaſonable to (ay, that the Fathers fpeak of ſupream Wor- 
ne>l.3.Þ721+ thip only which the Romaniſts themſelves reſerve ro God, while 
_ —oee?] they allow an inferior Worſhip to others : Becauſe they were not 
pe; c. 30: aware of any ſuch difference of Worſhip: All religious Worſhip, 
Aug. de Civit. was in their account, fuch as was due- to God alone. The 
pe, 1.8. £27. gdiftindtions of worſhip into ſupream and ſubordinate , abſo- 


late and relative , terminative and tranſient , as they have no- 
foundation in Scripture, ſo the Chriſtians of the firſt Apes 
were ignorant of, thity having no ſuch different objects of Reh- 
gious Worſhip, to which theſe different Degrees were to be ſuited. 
And feralmuch as the Romaniſts themſelves, make facrifice 

oper to God 3 it ſeems yo — to make Prayer common to 

am with others. For Sacrifices were not only accompanied with 
vocal Prayers and Thankſgivings ; but were themfelves real 
Prayers and Praiſes ; they being facred Rites by which they offered 
up: 
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up their Petitions and Thanks to God, &s their yery names 

and Euchariſtical teach us. And when Prayer and ce are 
conſidered apart, and compared the one with the other, God ſets 
the higher value upon Prayer, and. defires that tather than Sa- 


crifice (c). If therefore, Sacrifice be a Worſhip peculiar to God, (c) Pſalm 50. 


it follows 4 fertiori, that Prayer mult be fo too : 

As will be further evident from the very nature of the thing ; 
becauſe Prayer is an ackthowledgment of thoſe Excellencies in the 
Perſon pray d to, and a payment of thoſe Duties to him, which 
are the ſole Prerogative of God. For what are the incommunica- 
ble Perfections of God himſelf? If not to be preſent in all places, 
to know the Secrets of our Hearts, and to be able to ſupply the 
wants of all thoſe that call upon him ? And all cheſe maſt be ſfup- 

ſed to be in him, to whom ___ are addrefled by all Perſons, 

rom all diſtant places of the World. And what Homage can be 
more proper to him, who is infinite Power, Wiſdotn, and Good- 
neſs, than to ſubmit our ſelves to him? To hope and truſt in him, 
and tocalſt all our care upon him? And all age ped = 
to that Being, to- whom we make our Prayers. And there 
the Church of Eng/and had great reaſon to charge them with Ido- 
latry, who = up their Prayers to Saintsz becauſe, in ſo doing, 
” t Worſhip to the Creature, which is due to God 


(d 
(9.) I might largely infiſt upon the Worſhip which the Charch £«/ 
of Reme gives to the Reliques of Saints, which is. mote ba 
than that which they give to the Saints themſelves, 
- By their Reliques, they underſtand nor only their d&ad Bodies, 
and all the parts of them (their Nails and Hair-not excepted) but 
all choſe things that any way appertained to them: Yea, what- 
ſoever they touched, and whatſoever touched them, by virtue of 
that Touch, it becomes Sacred. Upon which account, no things 
are had in greater Honor with them, than thoſe by which our 
Bleſſed Lord was put to ſhame. The Thorns that gored him, the 
Nails that pierced um, the Croſs he was mailed to, becauſe they 
couched his Sacred Body, divine Honour muſt be given to 
them, as the great Oracle of their Church hath determined 
nd by conſequence to the ?«das - that 'betray'd him ). Tho 
with this difference, that not only to the true Crofs, - on which 
our Saviour hung ; but to the Image of it Divine Worthip is 
to be paid; -but not to the _ of the Nails and __ 
z 


b 
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Pl 
bur only to thoſe very Nails, and that very Spear that pierced 
- (8) Crux chr4. bien (4). 
on qua Cri. * 4 
' flue cracifixus oft, tum propttr repreſintationem, tum ttiam propter mumbrorum Chrifli contaftum Latria 


aderanda oft ; Crutis vero effigits in alia quavu materia, priori tantum ratione Latria aderanda ot. 
nentum ad rationem contafius membrorum Chriſti, adoramus non ſolum Crucem, ſed omnia que ſurt 


Chriſli, Aquiv. pars 3- queſt. 25. Art. 4. 


And which is yet more monſtrous z tho 'tis certain, that theſe 
prevnces Reliques, if not all, yet are moſt of them counterfeit, 


worſhip is given to the falſe, that is given to the true Reliques ; 
ſor Body of a Malctfactor, is Crnerimes worlhipped, for 


nifeft (faith he)' that in later times, too much hath been attributed to the 
Memories and Reliques of Saints, fo that even by ſuch good men as have 
4 pious Zeal, the Summ as it were of Religion, ss thought to conſt in getting 
of Reliques, and adorning them with Gold and Jewels, and in building 
wptwous Temples and Memories for the Martyrs and. alſo by wicked 
men, 4 falſe truſt ts placed in the needleſs worſhip of Reliques And 
ant of covetonſneſs ({aith he) falſe Reliques are forg'd, and feigned Mi- 
racles are pubhſhed, by which Miracles, the Superſtition of the People us 
nouriſhed, that they are rather tranſported into admiration of the Mira- 
cles, than pravoked to the imitation of the Saints, or the amendment of Life. 
But ſometimes by the Craft and Tiiufion of the Devil, abuſing mans ſwper- 
ftitious Conceits by Dreams and Viſions, new Reliques were revealed, and 
bus operation Miracles ſeemed to be wrought Alſo very many are 
ocnnd, who make merchandize of the Reliques. of Saint, whether true or 


falſe ; 


(53) 


falſe ;, fo that almoſt every where, they ave carried about by Pedlers and 
the vileſt of men, and with many Lyes are recommended to the ignorant 
Vulgar, But ſince at this day, when every where all places ſeem to be 
full of the Reliques of Saints 1, it is to be feared, that if Biſhops and Princes 
would take that pains which they ought, in ſearching out and judging of 
true Reliques, great and deteſt able Cheats would be diſcovered, atter 
ſome other thing of the like import, he concludes : Since therefore 
the true and known Reliques of the Saints, eſpecially in theſe Provinces, 
are very few, and many of thoſe which are ſhown, may be juſtly ſuſpetted';, 
and fince the frequenting and Veneration of them, does not ſerve Piety 
wach, but very much ſerves Superſtition and Gain; it ſeems much more 
adviſeable, that no Reliques ſhould be ſhewn 1, and that the People ſhould be 
provoked to worſhip the true Reliques of the Saints ;, that is, to imitate the 
Examples of their Piety and Virtues, which are extant either in their own 
Writings, or in the Writings of others concerning them (a). To con- (a) Conſole. 
clude this Head, we reverence the Memecries of the Saints, eſpe- (40416: Art- 
cially of the ancient Martyrs 3 and ſhould we meet with any un- ©” © 777 
queſtionable Remains of their Bodies, we ſhould Pay more than 
ordinary reſpe&t to them: We bleſs God for their exemplary 
Lives and triumphant Deaths, but we dare not worſhip them, and 
make them our Gods. I proceed now to the next general Head of 
Corruptions. 
3. Corruption of Manners, which at the time of the Reforma- 
tion, and long before, was grown to that exceſs, that the great 
- men of the _ of ow before cited, w—_ _ a —_ 
tion, thought it eſpecially n in regard of Manners. 
ſome of them did not ſtick to publiſh ro the World, that either 
the ruin of the Church , or ſome diſmal] Plagues were near ap- 
proaching, unleſs prevented by a 7 Reformation in their Mo- 
rals. This was the main deſign of Ger/on's Treatiſe concerning the 
Signs of the Ruin of the Church. And I am bold to ſay, fays the 
Cardinal of Camby, in the Preface to his Book of the Reforma- 
tion of the Church, That altho they are great Evils which me ſee, yet 
wileſs the Church be ſpeedily reformed, we ſhall in a ſhort time ſee in- 
comparably greater ;, after thoſe horrid thunders we bave already heard, we 
(ball preſently hear others that are more horrible. And the Suffragan 
Biſhop of Salrzburg, having deſcribed the Vices of the Reman Court, 
he concludes 3 'Tix vehemently to be preſumed, and cautiouſly to be 
feared, that the Ruine of the Latin Church, as to its Eccleſtaſtical Dignity 06) Gar av 


KW NEV (b) N Elec C. 19% 
or 35. 
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Nor ſhall we chink it ſtrange that conſidering men apptehended 
{ſuch dreadful Evils were approaching, if we conſider that this deplo- 
rable corruption of manners was | 
(1.) Univerſal, in all States and Degrees of Men. 
(z.) And more "—_ in the Clergy. 
(3.) And molt eſpecially in the Pope and Cardinals. 
(1.) There was a general corruption of manners, both in the Ci- 
vil and Eccleliaſtical State. The Cardinal but now mention'd, ha- 
ving recited the ſad complaints S. Bernard made of the corrupt 
State of the Church in his time, he further adds : Jf theſe thing: 
were ſpoken by bleſſed Bernard, rhey may now much more be ſaid; 
becauſe ſince his time, the Church hath proceeded from bad to worſe; 
and in the whole State as well Spiritual as Secular, Vertne be- 
(4) Faſclr. 1t- ing abandon'd, it hath fallen into the ſhame and filthineſs b | Vice ( c). 
roms hþ ”_ And ſuppoling all States and Orders to be corrupted, he after- 
_ 1% wards proceeds to ſhew, what he thought were the belt expedients, 
both forrhe Reformation of the Church in general, and of the head 
and the fever?] ſubordinate Members in particular. Nicolas de Cle- 
maxgi tellsus: That wicked Perfons did (o much abound in all profeſ- 
frons of men, that ſcarce one among a thouſand was tobe found, who did 
ſoncerely live anſwerable to their Profeſſion; and if there was any one that was 
noreſt, chaſt and frugal, and did not follow this lewd kind of life, he was 
made a laughing ſtock te others, and was preſently calt'd, either an inſolent 
(4 ) Sedtar- and fingular madman; or an « (d). The deſcription of the 
ra eſt improbo- corrupt manners, of all 0 of Men, both in Church and State, 
har Ac ag which we find in the book before cited ( e), is ſo black and tragical, 
preſeſhonibus chat it can hardly be read wichour horrour: and that Book was pub- 
vix inter mille liſh'd about the beginning. of the Reformation. And the Cardi- 
wnus reperiatur, nal of Lerrain forty years after in his Speech to the Council of Trent, 
_ Fw .. attributes all che diſmal calamities which had betallen the _ 
Feit, (nemiter Of France, to corruption of Manners, as one principal cauſe of 
fuciat. Quin» THEM ( T3 
etiam ſi (mplex | 4 
aliquu, þ caſtus & ſragalss in Collegio aliquo vel corvents latam & lubrican perditorim vitam non 
ſeftttur, fabalaridicula ceteris tfficitur, inſol:aſq; & fingularis inſan,s aut hypo:1ita continuo apptild- 
tur, &c. Nic, de Clemang, de corrup:o Statu Ecclef, c. 25. my 
(8) Onus Eccitlie, (f) Hiſt. of the Counc, of Trent. |. 7. 


(2.,) And no wonder that all fleſhihad corrupted their ways, when 
the lives of the Clergy, which ſhould have been the Salt of the 
World, were themſelves more corrupt and unſavory, than = 
(#) 


[55] 64; 
of the Laity. Cardinal ?»4ie» in his Epiſtle to Pope Exrenias TV. 
rells him, That the People were above meaſure incens'd againft the Ec- 
clefiaſtical State, by the diſſolrte lives of the Clergy, fer which, faith he, 
tis greatly to be fear d, wnleſs they mend their Manners, leſt the Lay- 
men, after the example of the Huſfites, fall fon! upon the whole Clergy, 
And in truth this deformity adminiſters great boldneſs to the Bohemians, 
and gives a fair colowr to their errowrs, who eſpecially x 
imveigh againſt the filthineſs of the Clergy (g). The (8) Incitebat me buc venire de _ | 
German Biſhop before quoted, in the words of Ca. J97itas & diſelutio Clint Alto 
X . . . matiie tx qua laici Jura modunee 
tharine of Stenna, g1VesS this character of the cOm- ivritantw advevſus ſtatum Keele 
mon Clergy, at the beginning of the Reformation : {-/tirum, propter quod walde 
The Modern and nnhappy Clergy addift themſebues to — et, = ſe — 
| - DO i / 
temporal things, being deſtitute of Drvine tight; they love pe CD v6 4 Bs lob. 
themſelves, nepleft the lave of God, and their Neighborr , wig. Corcil. general. k 3. C: 2+ 
they ave worſe than wordly Men, whom they deftroy together p. 312, 323. 
with themſelves, They are additted to Pleaſures and tnfa- 
' mon Prattices, and neglett the Salvation of the Souls of Chrift s faithful Peo- 
ple, By the lives of ſnch wicked Clergymen, the ſerulars come to be difobedient 
and irreverent towards the | Church 5 they are ſeduced by blind Gnider, 
who, Oh ſhame ! are ignorant Idiots, Proud, Covetons, Hypocrites, Simo- 
niacal, Luxurious, Envious, flow to good Works, prone to Evil, &C, Where 
at this day can be found that Continence in Geſtare, Diet, apparel, aud 
Lawghter, that becomes the Clergy? At Banquets, Taverns, Plays and 
Theaters, they are more frequently fannd, than in places dedicated to 
God. Hom hmgely pernicions to the Univerſal Church, the Scurrility, 
Jenorance, Fornication, Simony, and other crimes are, with which almoſt £ 
the whole Clergy is infetted, there is no man donhts: (a). Much more (a) Onus Ee 
may be found of the like import, in the following part of the «/«. c. 21-8.t- 
Chapter. And Nicola d Clmeengis, who was himſelf an Arch-Dea- 
con in the Church of Fee, repreſentsthe Clergy of that Church, 
4 the dregs and ſcum of nd, as perſons who for the gene- 
rality abandon'd themſelves to the moſt loathſom vices, as may be 7 purittud, - 
ſeen in the Margin ( 6). bo) Lag 
et, quoa ple- © 
riſq; in Dieceſivus, Reflores Parothizrom or cert  condutto cum ſuis Pretatis pretio, pajſim & pube” © 
lice Con*ubinas tenent 2 De corrupro Starn Eccleſiz, c. 1 5+ - 
$4 qua hadie deſ:dinſus tft, ji quis & labore abhorrees, fs 1's in otio !urauriari wolens, ad ſectrdetium 
corvolat, quo adeyre. ſtatin (6 ceteris ſacerdotibus voluptatum (ecfatoribus a1tjungit, qui magis ſetundun © 
Epicurum quam Chriltum uguentes,  cauponul.ts ſedulo friquentantss, yetanto, comme(ſandn, pranftanddy. 
convivendo,cum tef] eris & pila ludtade, tim) 118 tote corſununt. Crapulati wero Of indhriati pagnanty 
clamant, tumult vant ur, nomen Dei Þ jandGorum ſurun polutiffumis labis txtcrant.cr, (icq tandem compee 
þts tx meritricum ſuarum amplexibus, ad Ditinum Atare veninnt. c. 15, . 
Nor 


» oo | 
Nor were the inferiour alone, —_— with theſe 
| foul immoralities z but the Prelates were as bad, or worſe than 
Onus Eeclefie, rhe Curates. The Biſhops ( ſays the foremention'd Author ) ſerve 
6 20-5. 3- rheir own Tables infftead of the Altar, they are unwiſe in Divine things, 
while they love the wiſdom of the World, they are more employ'd in the 

Offices of the Exchequet, - than in the Works of Chriſt ;, they adorn their 

Bodies with Gold, they defile their Souls with Impurity ;, they account i 

a ſhame to employ them/elves in ſpiritual matters, and their Glory «s to 

meddle with thoſe things that are ſcurrilows, Hence 'tis ſaid by Catharine 

of Sienna z they as men that are blinded, reckon that to be their Henoar, 

that us truly their ſhame; contrary tothe Canons; they keep about themſelves, 

Pimps, Bawd:s, Flatterers, Buffoons ;, ſuch as give themſelves wholly to 

Vanity, inflead of men that are Learned, and of good report, And a lit- 

8. 9g tle after : The Biſhops neglett due Hoſpitality, by neglefting the Poor of 

' Chriſt, by making themſelves fat, by feeding Logs and other Beaſts, 

and ſo ine Beaſt feeds another, as if they choſe to be of the number of 

thoſe, againſt whom the Lord will pronounce that juſt ſentence, | was 

poor and ye received me not, therefore depart from me ye curſed in- 
toeverlaſting fire. 7 here are few Biſhops who are not covetous they take by 

violence other mens Goods, and waſtfully ſpend the Goods of the Church , 

they beſtow the revennes of the Church, not to pions mes, _—_ their 

Kindred, upon Stage-players, Flatterers, Huntſmen, Whores, and ſuch like 

Perſons 1, they rather make proviſion for the wickeaneſs of Men, than for the 

neceſſities of Nature, GC. = : ; 

This was the complaint of a Popiſh Biſhop in the year 1519. 
And that the mattex was not much mended with the Romi/ Clergy 
more than forty years after, appears by the ſpeech of the- Duke of 
Bevaria's Embaſladour to the il of Trent; In which he tells 
the Council, that the cauſe of the evils that were riſen among them, 
was the bad life of the Clergy, whole wickedneſs was ſo great, 
On _ not relate it, without offending the chaſt ears of che 

4) Hiſt of the itory ( 4). . 

1n- br Tho' it may ſeem ſtrange that the Clergy, who by their very 

4.6. p. $279- Calling are oblig'd ro exemplary Purity and Holineſs, ſhould be 
ſo monſtrouſly vicious, yet the wonder will be the leſs, if we con- 
ſider, 

(3.) That the vicious lives of the Popes and Cardinals were 
indeed the main ſource of that deluge of wickednefs, in which the 
inferiour Clergy was immerſed. We can defire no better proof 
of this than the confeflion of Pope Adrian VL in his inſtructions 

6 
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Naremberg \n the year 1522, Thea 
will uſe or utmoſt endeavours, firſt that 
from whence perhaps all this evil bath 


fo from thence the health and reformation of all may proceed (b), This (®) S1#4#r- 


Comment. 1.4. 


» but no more than whiat the ne- ;;;3ory of the 


Council of 


For the Cardinals were by degrees arriv'd to ſuch an exceſs of Trent, |. :. 
Pride and Luxury, as was odious and intolerable to all but them- *#%+ HiB- 


ſelves, and thoſe whoſe vices were ſupported by them 


Council general. 


if a man |, 4- part 2, 


would make an image of Pride ({ays Clemangis,) he can no way do it more p. 129. 


to the life, than by repreſenting a Cardinal to the eyes of 


the Beholders (c). They trampled upon Biſhops 
who were their Betters, nor would they vouchſafe 
ſo much as to ſalute them, when they fell proſtrate 
upon the ground to worthip them which is more 
than any King ever aſſumed (4). One of them- 
ſelves (more modeſt than the reſt) ' when he re- 
turned home laden with the Spoils of ' Germany, 
being asked in Conhiſtory , what the Barbarians 
(lo > fon called the Germans) thought of Rome, which 
was ſo kind as to ſend them thoſe choice Wares 
of Indulgences, anſwered; That the whole world 
complaine / yo Pride and Luxury of the Cardi- 
nals (6). can any man think there was not 
juſt cauſe for this complaint, who will but con- 
{ider, what vaſt Revenues were ſpent upon their 
Luſts> For net two or three, or ten or twenty Benefices 
would ſuffice but a hundred or two hundred, yea ſome- 
times four or five hundred or more, were uſurp'd by one 
Cardinal; and thoſe not of the poorer ſort, but the fatteſt 


c am vir Cardinalium 
qui Pape 4/ident ſpiritua, verbe 
tummntia, ets tam infolentes, 
ut f Artifex quiſque vellet ſu- 
ptrbie. fimulathrom effingere , 
#ulla congrutntins 14tione id fas 
cere poſſet, quam Cardinals tffi= 
giem oculu inturntiamobyiltandes 
De corrupto Statu . C10» 

(d) Nee pro quocunget Bro 
lato ttiam prone adorante tos 3 
terre ponerent manum 4d capel- 
lum,ut ſalutarent twmn : quod nan- 

4am aliquis Rex aut Princeps 
tcit, neque = PR 
Reſponſio A t. Gallican# 
ors de Amar, non fol- 
vend. apud Richer. |. 2, c. 3. 

(ce) Totwn orbem conquers 
de [urs fafluque Cardinalium. 
Faſcic.Rerum ey perend. ac fu- 
giend. fol. 203- 


oy 


and richeſt of all, And well had it been, ſays our Author, for the 
inferior Clergy, had they been content with that prodigious number, but the 
great miſchief was, that nething would ſatisfie them, but how great a num- 


ber ſoever they had, they fill more vehemently coveted more 


). (f) Von qui» 
dim duo vil 


tria, decem vel viginti, ſed centena & ducentens, & interdem uſy; ad quadringenta vel quingentd 4ut am- 
puns. Nec parva & tenuia, ſed omnium pinguiſſima & optimz, quibss (6 contenti eſſent,potquan ad ſun- 
man illam numeroſam perventun tft, nec ultra quarerert. proſpere cum pauptribus Cltricis, qui reliquias ta* 
rum expeftant, agirttur : Sed quantumczxque ad numimum aut ſunman ventrint, ad ampliorem fejbinan's 
& aſſiaue faſtinant, & ardiutius ſetinant. De Cor. Statu Eccleſ, © 11, 


H 


Nor 
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. Nor wethink it 
We co what | the 
ly were, We ck. 


Hat 4, bet Por- 
tenta.Plar.in Me adediAi ly. 
Nh 10s EE Debts Bated me the wore that abavt 

mirari, unde tragics bec Ponti» ſtained, nor the pl uy 
/ . Anrerint eximpla, quan : doe wp in 0; Wo 
 dirapittatu oblivie —_ ments 
replerit, ut nequt porjone Juan | 
G rod a ab is wilg ba» only conlider what the were, about the 
berexwr, neque loci quem texcbant. ting of the Reformation , when the World was 
Sabellic. Ennead. 9. |.1- now gronn weary of the burden of Vice, and 

oan 


.\) we — to be delivered from it; when (if ever) 


ter quinanagints & virtute Me their worldly Intereſt i ed them to put on the 
joum proc defecrrint. Gene- ſhew, how much (qever they abhorred:the Reality, 


Chronograph. 1. 4 of Virtue. 


When after the death of Imocens VIII. Lieve! Biſhop of Con- 
cordia, in an Oration to the Cardinals, preſſed chem with the moſt 
rowſing Argamenty, © chuſe a man, whoſe Life was with- 

(a) raynaid, out Scandal (a). What was the effet? Alexander VI. was choſen, 
"145% a man (if he may be fo called) who was the Reproach of humane 
Naturez who before he was choſen Pope, was a Prodigy of Luſt 
__ con _ - = ſo to the = _ te 
ju uagment O JOU was a nyſtake, in 
drinking that Cup, humſelf, which he had prepared to diſpatch 

(d)Qu05 gemi- others WV). 


Ins c 5(t i ans- IP * j , . * * __ > 
rum, vita prodigioſa & ſpurciſſima geſta Alexand. VI. abundantius & ita quidem. txcjvit, &c. Richer, 


L 4- part 1. C.2. S. 1. S | 
Cum Alezand, VL PP. anno 1503. Veneno quod aliis paraverat, dt improviſe extinfus. 10.5. 3» 


Pix III. liv'd not longenough to let the World know what he 
omg prove, for he died within fix and twenty days after his Ele- 


ON. 
Falixs IT, who ſucceeded him, his Crimes (as. Lewis XI". King of 
France tells ns) were notorious, and fuch as {can- 
&c) Vide Edif. Reg. Gall. dalizd the whole Church (c). *Tis certain, he 
pro Convecat. Concit. Piſani, filled Tal with Rapines, War and Bloods to 
Which he was fo addicted , that contrary to the 
Laws of Nations, he commanded the Procurator of the Duke 
of Savoy 40 be tortured, becauſe he endeavoured to perſwade him 
£0. 


[59] | 
Peace ( monſtrous were his Ads , that Richerizs (ay; © 
he muſt —- lly made of Steel, who can read chern ahont (4) _ 
horror (+) & © gineral. |. 4 | 


- Par. 1. P. 150, 
(ce) —— Niſ a eſte Julii obſtupurn , torus , quidem &is ferrens. pe. 150. Sup. b * 


Pope Leo X. (in whoſe time the Reformation began), was a civil 
debonair Gentleman 3 but fo little concerned for Religion, that he 
cared not to know what it meant (f). When he admitted Dif- (f) ſoy of : 
courſes of that nature, it was for diverſion ſake, and to make him- { Conci? $ 
ſelf ſport. His Soul, he thought, was no longer-livd than his "7 
Body, and therefore he gave himſelf up to ſenſual Gratifications | 
and 'twas indeed but reaſon, that he who ſuppoſed he ſhould die 
like a Beaſt, ſhould live like an Epicure. 

Adrian VI. promiſed. fair, but alone knows, in caſe he had 
liv'd, whether his p—_ would have anſwered his Promiſes. 

Clement VIL as he got the Popedom by Simony (5), ſo he ad- (i) #ifoyof - 
miniſter'd ir by as ill Arts as he got it: His gone Virwe wis {ie council of 
Didinulations be made no conſcience of his Word or Oach, bur | 
brake his Covenants as oft as he made them. 

Paxl III. and 7=lixs TIT. who followed next, the Characters given 
of them by magy of the Romiſh Writers, are ſo foul and loath- 
ſome, that if I had the face to write them, no modeſt man could 
read them without bluſhing, 

4. I ſhould now proceed to the laſt general Head of Cor- 
ruptions, viz. Corruptions in Diſcipline. But becauſe that is ſo- 
large a Subject, that 'ris better to ſay nothing, than a little con- 
cerning itz and becauſe this Diſc is already ſ{well'd beyond 
the bounds preſcrib'd; and becaufe what hath been ſaid upon the 
foregoing Heads, is more than enough to evince the neceſſity of 
Reformation : I ſhall therefore refer the Reader, for ſatisfa&tion 
in this Matter, to the Hiſtory of the Council of 7renr, written 
by Father Pas/; the Review of the Council of Trent ; Mr. Gerſen's 
Sermon before Pope Alexander V. and his Declarat. DefefF, virer. 

Eccleſiaſt. Clemangis's Tratts de Corrupto Stat Eccleſ. and de Reparar. 
& Rxina Eccleſ. the hundred Grievances of the German Nation 5 
Eſpencew's Comment on the firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to 
Tyu«; the Appeal of the Una of Paris from Pope Leo = 

2 the: 


Pope Pas! III, The twenty Points of propoſed 
by the Emperors Ambaſſadors to the Council of Trex, and the 
ur-tad Gony peopered by the Authathien of the King of 
France. Richerins his Hiſtory of General Councils, &c. 


the ſele&> Council 


ER. RA TOA 


Ape 16, 1. 4. dele or leſs. p. 24. 1. 35. for Eleutherivs read Anicetas. p. 41. |. 2. 
afrer to conclude this, puta Colon ; and 1. 3. after Conſiderations a Comma. Margin 
T@ 1 read Thy. P- $6. L 11. after ſhame pur a Semicolon ; after Canons a Comma. 
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